DIVORCE PACKET — ARTICLE 102 (NO MINOR CHILDREN)
Complete Filing Packet — Every Document You Need for This Type of Divorce
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET
This packet contains ALL 6 documents needed for a Louisiana 102 (two-stage no-fault) divorce where the parties have NO minor children.
Each document appears on its own separate section below, in the order you will use them. Use a single variant — do not mix documents across petitions for different types of divorce.
1. Petition for Divorce — file with the Clerk of Court to open the case
1. Acceptance of Service and Waiver of Citation — for respondent to sign instead of being served by sheriff
1. Affidavit of Living Separate and Apart — petitioner's sworn statement of the separation period
1. Corroborating Witness Affidavit — a non-party witness's sworn statement confirming the separation
1. Rule to Show Cause — filed after the separation period has run to obtain the final divorce
1. Final Judgment of Divorce — for the judge to sign at the end of Stage 2
OVERVIEW OF THIS DIVORCE TYPE
A 102 divorce is a two-stage no-fault divorce. Stage 1: file this packet's Petition (with this packet's Acceptance of Service if respondent cooperates). Stage 2: after 180 days separation, file the Rule to Show Cause with the affidavits, and submit the Judgment for the court to sign.
WAITING PERIOD
180 days after service (or acceptance) of the Petition
HOW TO USE THIS PACKET
1. STAGE ONE — Fill in the Petition with your information. Print and sign before a notary (for verification). File at the Clerk of Court's office for the judicial district where either you or your spouse lives; pay the filing fee or file an IFP Affidavit if you cannot afford it.
1. Have your spouse sign the Acceptance of Service before a notary (if cooperative), or have the sheriff serve the Petition.
1. WAIT the required separation period without reconciling.
1. STAGE TWO — Fill in the Affidavit of Living Separate and Apart (you) and have a witness complete the Corroborating Witness Affidavit. Both must be signed before a notary.
1. Fill in the Rule to Show Cause; file it with the affidavits; the Clerk will set a hearing date.
1. At the hearing (or by default if respondent doesn't appear), present the Final Judgment for the judge to sign.
IMPORTANT NOTES
1. These forms do NOT resolve community property. You must file a separate Petition to Partition Community Property to divide assets and debts.
1. These forms do not address spousal support. If you want interim or final spousal support, consult an attorney or raise it by separate motion.
1. If your spouse will not cooperate, see the "Instructions: When Your Spouse Refuses to Sign" guide in this library.
1. All notarized signatures must be witnessed by a Louisiana Notary Public (or a notary of any state if executed outside Louisiana — verify local requirements).
LEGAL AID
If you cannot afford filing fees or an attorney:
1. Southeast Louisiana Legal Services: 1-877-521-6242
1. Acadiana Legal Service Corp.: 1-800-256-1175
1. Louisiana Civil Justice Center (statewide): 1-800-310-7029
1. Louisiana State Bar Lawyer Referral: 1-800-421-5722
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE
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PETITION FOR DIVORCE
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION FOR DIVORCE
(La. Civil Code art. 102)
NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel or appearing in proper person, comes [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], petitioner herein, a person of the full age of majority, domiciled in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, who respectfully represents:
1.
Made defendant herein is [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], a person of the full age of majority domiciled in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, whose last known address is [RESPONDENT'S ADDRESS].
2.
Petitioner and respondent were married on [DATE OF MARRIAGE] in [CITY/PARISH, STATE OF MARRIAGE], and established their matrimonial domicile in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana.
3.
No children were born of this marriage, nor were any children adopted by the parties during the marriage.
4.
Petitioner desires that this marriage be dissolved pursuant to La. Civil Code article 102. The parties intend to live separate and apart without reconciliation for the period required by that article following the filing of this petition.
5.
Petitioner believes there is no reasonable probability of reconciliation with respondent.
6.
Petitioner [or: Respondent] has been domiciled in the State of Louisiana continuously for more than twelve (12) months preceding the filing of this petition, giving this Court jurisdiction pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 10(A)(7).
7.
Petitioner desires to be restored to the use of [his/her] maiden or prior legal name, [MAIDEN/PRIOR NAME, IF APPLICABLE], pursuant to La. C.C. art. 103.1.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays:
1. That respondent, [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], be duly cited and served with a copy of this petition and ordered to answer same;
1. That, after the required period of living separate and apart has elapsed and upon appropriate rule, this Court render a judgment of absolute divorce dissolving the marriage between the parties pursuant to La. C.C. art. 102;
1. That the community property regime existing between the parties be declared terminated as of the date of filing of this petition, with community-property issues reserved for separate disposition under La. R.S. 9:2801 et seq.;
1. That petitioner be restored to the use of [his/her] maiden or prior legal name as set forth above;
1. For all costs of these proceedings;
1. For all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Petitioner
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition for Divorce, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
PLEASE SERVE:
Respondent, [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], at:
[RESPONDENT'S ADDRESS]
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
[RESPONDENT'S FULL ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
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ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE AND WAIVER OF CITATION
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE AND WAIVER OF CITATION
(La. C.C.P. art. 1201)
I, [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], respondent in the above-captioned matter, hereby:
1. ACCEPT service of a copy of the Petition for Divorce filed herein;
2. WAIVE the citation and all legal delays customarily incident thereto;
3. ACKNOWLEDGE that I am appearing herein solely to accept service and waive citation, and that this acceptance is not an appearance for any other purpose and does not submit me to the jurisdiction of this Court for any other matter;
4. ACKNOWLEDGE that I have received a copy of the Petition for Divorce and understand its contents;
5. ACKNOWLEDGE that, despite having received a copy of the petition, I am under no obligation to file an answer and may choose not to contest the divorce.
SIGNED on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Address: ________________________________________
________________________________________
Telephone: ________________________________________
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________
My commission expires: _______________________
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AFFIDAVIT OF LIVING SEPARATE AND APART
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
AFFIDAVIT OF LIVING SEPARATE AND APART
(La. C.C. arts. 102, 103(1))
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the above parish and state, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who, being duly sworn, deposed and said:
1.
I am the petitioner in the above-captioned matter. I am of the full age of majority, competent to testify, and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein.
2.
My spouse, [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], and I have been LIVING SEPARATE AND APART continuously, without reconciliation, since [DATE OF SEPARATION — MONTH/DAY/YEAR].
3.
During this entire period, the parties have not lived together as husband and wife, have not engaged in sexual relations, and have not otherwise reconciled.
4.
[IF 102:] This affidavit is submitted in support of the rule to show cause why a judgment of divorce should not be granted pursuant to La. C.C. art. 102. / [IF 103(1):] This affidavit is submitted in support of the petition for divorce pursuant to La. C.C. art. 103(1), the required period of living separate and apart having elapsed before filing.
5.
The facts set forth above are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Affiant
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________
My commission expires: _______________________
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CORROBORATING WITNESS AFFIDAVIT
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
CORROBORATING WITNESS AFFIDAVIT
(La. C.C. arts. 102, 103(1))
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the above parish and state, personally came and appeared [CORROBORATING WITNESS FULL LEGAL NAME], who, being duly sworn, deposed and said:
1.
I am of the full age of majority, competent to testify, and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein.
2.
I have known [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] and [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], the parties to the above-captioned matter, for at least [NUMBER] years. My relationship to the parties is: [family relationship / close friend / neighbor / coworker / etc.].
3.
To my personal knowledge, the parties have been LIVING SEPARATE AND APART continuously since on or about [DATE OF SEPARATION]. I have personal knowledge of this because [describe basis — e.g., I have visited petitioner at petitioner's separate residence; petitioner and I are neighbors; I am petitioner's sibling/parent and have observed the living arrangements].
4.
During the entire period since [DATE OF SEPARATION], I have not known the parties to have reconciled, resumed living together, or otherwise resumed cohabitation.
5.
The facts set forth above are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[CORROBORATING WITNESS FULL LEGAL NAME], Affiant
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________
My commission expires: _______________________
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RULE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY DIVORCE SHOULD NOT BE GRANTED
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
RULE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY DIVORCE SHOULD NOT BE GRANTED
(La. C.C. art. 102; La. C.C.P. art. 3952)
NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel or appearing in proper person, comes [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], petitioner herein, who respectfully represents:
1.
On [DATE PETITION WAS FILED], petitioner filed a Petition for Divorce under La. C.C. art. 102 in this Court.
2.
On [DATE OF SERVICE OR WAIVER], respondent was served with, or executed a waiver of citation acknowledging receipt of, a copy of the Petition for Divorce.
3.
Since the filing of the Petition, the parties have lived separate and apart continuously, without reconciliation, for a period of more than ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) days, as required by La. C.C. art. 102. [If children: TWO HUNDRED FORTY-FIVE (245) days where there are minor children of the marriage and no pending child support or custody determination.]
4.
Affidavits of petitioner and a corroborating witness establishing the foregoing are attached.
5.
The requirements of La. C.C. art. 102 having been satisfied, petitioner is entitled to a judgment of divorce.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays:
1. That a Rule Nisi be issued herein, ordering respondent, [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], to appear and show cause, on a date and at a time to be fixed by this Court, why a judgment of divorce should not be rendered dissolving the marriage between the parties under La. C.C. art. 102;
1. That, after due proceedings are had, this Court render a judgment of divorce dissolving the marriage between petitioner and respondent;
1. For all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Petitioner
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Rule to Show Cause, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
ORDER
Considering the foregoing Rule to Show Cause:
IT IS ORDERED that [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME] appear on the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, at _______________________ o'clock __.m., in Division __ of this Court, and show cause, if any, why a judgment of divorce should not be granted in this matter.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this Rule to Show Cause and Order be served upon respondent.
SIGNED on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, in _______________________ Parish, Louisiana.
________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
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FINAL JUDGMENT OF DIVORCE
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
FINAL JUDGMENT OF DIVORCE
(La. Civil Code article 102)
This matter came before the Court on the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, on the petition / rule of [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], petitioner herein, for a judgment of divorce from [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], respondent herein, pursuant to La. Civil Code article 102.
The Court, having considered the pleadings, evidence, and applicable law, finds that:
(a) The Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter;
(b) Respondent was duly served with process or waived service;
(c) The parties have lived separate and apart continuously, without reconciliation, for the period required by La. C.C. art. 102 (180 days, or 365 days if there are minor children of the marriage);
(d) Petitioner is entitled to a judgment of divorce.
IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that there be JUDGMENT in favor of [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], petitioner, and against [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], respondent, granting petitioner an absolute divorce from respondent, dissolving the marriage heretofore existing between them.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that petitioner be restored to the use of the name [MAIDEN OR PRIOR LEGAL NAME, IF APPLICABLE / strike through if not applicable].
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the community property regime existing between the parties [was/is] terminated as of the date of filing of the petition, and that any remaining community property issues are reserved for separate disposition under La. R.S. 9:2801 et seq.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that each party shall bear their own costs of these proceedings, except as otherwise ordered.
JUDGMENT RENDERED AND SIGNED on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, in _______________________ Parish, Louisiana.
________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
I certify that a copy of this Judgment was mailed to all counsel of record and to any party not represented by counsel at the addresses shown in the record on the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
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