FEMA DISASTER ASSISTANCE APPEAL
44 C.F.R. § 206.115 — Federal Emergency Management Agency
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS IS
If FEMA denies, reduces, or limits your disaster assistance — for home repair, rental assistance, personal property, transportation, medical/dental, moving and storage, or other needs — you have 60 days to appeal. This appeal letter goes to FEMA Individuals and Households Program (IHP).
Common reasons for denial are misunderstanding, missing documents, or FEMA's inspection disagreeing with your damage assessment. Most denials CAN be reversed on appeal with the right documentation.
DEADLINE — 60 DAYS
Under 44 C.F.R. § 206.115, you must appeal within SIXTY (60) DAYS of the FEMA determination letter. Send by mail, fax, or upload to DisasterAssistance.gov.
HOW FEMA ASSISTANCE IS CALCULATED
FEMA caps individual assistance per disaster (check your declaration for current limit). FEMA considers: your home's essential living space damage, whether you have insurance, your insurance settlement, your verified disaster expenses, and whether you have other resources. FEMA will NOT pay for damage covered by insurance; you must submit proof of insurance denial or settlement first.
COMMON APPEAL ISSUES
1. "Insurance covers this" — submit your insurance denial letter or settlement
1. "Your home is habitable" — submit photos, contractor estimates, or health/safety reports
1. "You do not own the home" — submit proof of ownership (deed, tax assessor records)
1. "You do not occupy the home" — submit utility bills, driver's license, voter registration showing the address
1. "Damage was pre-existing" — submit pre-disaster photos, repair records, doctor/contractor statements
1. "Incomplete application" — submit the missing information
1. "You got FEMA assistance for the same item before" — explain why this is different damage
WHAT TO ATTACH
1. Copy of the FEMA determination letter
1. Photos of the damage (dated)
1. Contractor estimates for repairs
1. Insurance denial letter or settlement
1. Proof of ownership (deed, mortgage, tax assessor records)
1. Proof of occupancy (lease, utility bills, driver's license)
1. Receipts for any already-paid repairs, temporary housing, medical treatment
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE




[YOUR FULL LEGAL NAME]
[STREET ADDRESS]
[CITY, LOUISIANA ZIP]
[PHONE]
[EMAIL]
[DATE]
FEMA — Individuals and Households Program
Appeals
P.O. Box 10055
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782-7055
Fax: (800) 827-8112
Online: DisasterAssistance.gov

Re:  APPEAL OF FEMA DETERMINATION
Applicant Name: _______________________
Application / Registration Number: _______________________
Disaster Declaration Number (DR-____): _______________________
Address of Damaged Property: _______________________
Date of Determination Letter: _______________________
Dear FEMA Appeals:
I am writing to APPEAL the determination FEMA made on my disaster assistance application. This appeal is timely under 44 C.F.R. § 206.115 as it is submitted within sixty (60) days of the determination letter.
DETERMINATION I AM APPEALING:
☐ Denial of all assistance
☐ Denial of housing assistance (home repair / replacement / rental)
☐ Denial of Other Needs Assistance (ONA)
☐ Reduced award amount (I received $_______________________; should be $_______________________)
☐ Denial of Personal Property assistance
☐ Denial of transportation assistance
☐ Denial of medical/dental assistance
☐ Denial of moving/storage
☐ Denial based on ownership / occupancy
☐ Denial based on insurance coverage
☐ Other: _______________________
REASONS THE DETERMINATION IS INCORRECT:
1. ________________________________________
________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
________________________________________
DAMAGE DESCRIPTION:
The disaster caused the following damage that makes my home unsafe/uninhabitable or that requires essential repairs:
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
DOCUMENTATION ENCLOSED:
☐ Copy of FEMA determination letter
☐ Photos of damage (dated)
☐ Contractor / repair estimate(s)
☐ Insurance denial / settlement letter
☐ Proof of ownership (deed / mortgage / tax records)
☐ Proof of occupancy (utility bills / lease / ID)
☐ Receipts for out-of-pocket expenses
☐ Medical records / bills (if appealing medical)
☐ Other: _______________________
REQUESTED OUTCOME: I request that FEMA [☐ reverse the denial and approve assistance / ☐ increase the award to $_______________________ / ☐ schedule a new inspection / ☐ reconsider based on the enclosed documentation].
Please contact me at the phone number and address above. I appreciate your review.
Sincerely,
________________________________________
[YOUR FULL LEGAL NAME]
Enclosures: (as listed above)
Prepared for self-represented litigants — Louisiana self-help form — Page  of 
