INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION PACKET
Complete Filing Package for Louisiana Intrafamily Adoption — La. Ch.C. art. 1243 et seq.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS PACKET IS
This packet contains EVERY document you need to petition for an intrafamily adoption in Louisiana under the Children's Code Chapter 11 (arts. 1243-1262). It is designed for stepparents, grandparents, stepgrandparents, great-grandparents, and collateral relatives within the 12th degree — exactly the people the Louisiana Children's Code authorizes to bring these actions.
Intrafamily adoption is the most common adoption path handled pro se in Louisiana and the type most frequently supported by legal aid attorneys. With careful attention to notice requirements and proof of statutory elements, it is achievable without an attorney in uncontested cases.
BEFORE YOU FILE — CRITICAL ELIGIBILITY CHECK (Art. 1243)
To file an intrafamily adoption petition, ALL of the following must be true:
1. You are a stepparent, stepgrandparent, great-grandparent, grandparent, or collateral within the 12th degree of the child.
1. You are related to the child by blood, adoption, or affinity through the child's mother OR through a father who is filiated to the child under the Civil Code.
1. You are either a single person 18 or older, OR you are married and your spouse joins as a joint petitioner.
1. You have had LEGAL OR PHYSICAL CUSTODY of the child for at least SIX (6) MONTHS before filing.
WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE IN THIS PACKET
This single .docx file contains eight (8) separate documents — all the pleadings, notices, orders, and the final decree — in the order you will use them:
1. PETITION FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION — the document that opens the case (arts. 1243 & 1246).
1. ACT OF CONSENT BY PARENT — authentic act for any parent who voluntarily consents (arts. 1193 & 1244).
1. CONSENT OF CHILD AGE 12 OR OLDER — required if the child is 12 or older (art. 1193(4)).
1. CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT OF FAMILY HISTORY — required attachment with petitioner and child identifying information (art. 1124).
1. ORDER FOR BACKGROUND CHECK AND RECORDS CHECK — issued by the court (art. 1243.2).
1. ORDER SETTING HEARING — issued by the court, with 60/90-day rule (art. 1253).
1. NOTICE OF FILING OF PETITION — served on any parent who has not consented, with the exact statutory notice language (art. 1247).
1. FINAL DECREE OF INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION — the judgment that grants the adoption (arts. 1255 & 1262).
WHICH COURT? (Art. 302)
Jurisdiction depends on the parish:
1. CADDO, EAST BATON ROUGE, JEFFERSON, and ORLEANS parishes: the Juvenile Court has EXCLUSIVE original jurisdiction over adoption proceedings.
1. All other parishes: the District Court (sometimes called Parish or City Court where territorial jurisdiction applies) has exclusive original jurisdiction.
CONSENT — WHO MUST CONSENT AND WHEN IT IS NOT REQUIRED
In general, both legal parents must consent to the adoption of their child. For intrafamily adoption, consent is executed by authentic act (see Document 2 in this packet). Special rules:
1. STEPPARENT ADOPTION: If the child was born OUTSIDE of marriage, the parent married to the stepparent petitioner must JOIN as a joint petitioner. If the child was born OF a marriage, that parent consents by authentic act.
1. CHILD AGE 12 OR OLDER: The child's own consent is required unless the court waives it for good cause.
1. CONSENT NOT REQUIRED (Art. 1245): A parent's consent may be dispensed with if, by CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, the petitioner (who must have custody by court order) proves that the non-consenting parent has, without just cause, (1) refused or failed to comply with a court order of support for at least 6 months, OR (2) refused or failed to visit, communicate, or attempt to communicate with the child for at least 6 months.
1. DECEASED PARENT: No consent required — attach a certified death certificate.
1. PARENTAL RIGHTS PREVIOUSLY TERMINATED: No consent required — attach the prior termination judgment.
NOTICE OF FILING (Art. 1247) — READ THIS CAREFULLY
Failure to comply with notice requirements is the single most common reason Louisiana courts DENY or DELAY intrafamily adoptions. Follow these rules exactly:
1. Every parent whose consent is required AND whose rights have not been previously terminated MUST be served with Notice of the Filing of the Petition, unless they have consented by authentic act and waived service.
1. The notice MUST use the exact statutory language (Document 7 in this packet does this).
1. The parent has 15 DAYS from the date of service to file a written answer and opposition. Failure to do so is treated as a waiver of the right to object.
1. For a parent OUT OF STATE: service may be by certified mail, return receipt requested, OR by commercial courier under La. R.S. 13:3204(D).
1. For an UNKNOWN or UNLOCATABLE parent: you must establish DILIGENT EFFORTS to identify and locate, and the court may appoint a curator ad hoc. Do not skip this step.
1. Even if one parent has signed a consent, the OTHER parent must still be served unless service has been properly waived or their rights have been terminated.
1. REDACT Social Security Numbers and other sensitive identifiers from the copy of the petition served on any parent.
THE HEARING AND THE 60/90-DAY RULE (Art. 1253)
After the petition is filed and notice served:
1. If NO OPPOSITION is filed within 15 days, the hearing must be set WITHIN 60 DAYS of the last required service.
1. If AN OPPOSITION is filed, the hearing must be set WITHIN 90 DAYS of the opposition.
1. At the hearing, the court must be presented with proof of each required element. If the child is 12 or older, the child should be prepared to appear.
1. If a parent opposes the adoption, the court will appoint an attorney to represent the child (art. 1244.1), paid as costs.
STEP-BY-STEP FILING GUIDE
1. Confirm you meet all four eligibility requirements under Art. 1243.
1. Gather required documents: child's birth certificate (certified); your marriage certificate (if joint); custody order or Provisional Custody by Mandate; any prior court orders affecting the child; death certificates for deceased parents; any consent already obtained.
1. Complete Document 1 (Petition). Have every consenting parent complete Document 2 (Act of Consent) before a notary and two witnesses.
1. If the child is 12+, complete Document 3 (Child's Consent) before a notary.
1. Complete Document 4 (Confidential Statement of Family History) in full. This is filed WITH the petition but maintained under seal.
1. FILE the petition plus exhibits with the Clerk of Court. Pay the filing fee (typically $400–$600) or file an In Forma Pauperis (IFP) affidavit.
1. ASK THE JUDGE to sign Documents 5 (Background Check Order) and 6 (Hearing Order). Some courts sign these ex parte the same day; others require a short conference.
1. SERVE Document 7 (Notice of Filing) on any non-consenting parent whose rights have not been terminated, along with a redacted copy of the petition. Follow Article 1247 to the letter.
1. WAIT for the 15-day opposition period to run.
1. At the HEARING, prove each element: eligibility (Art. 1243), consent or grounds to dispense with consent (Art. 1245), best interest (Art. 1255). Present the Final Decree (Document 8) for the judge's signature.
1. After signing, the Clerk forwards a certified copy of the decree to the Louisiana Department of Health, Office of Vital Records, for issuance of a new birth certificate (Art. 1262).
BACKGROUND CHECKS (Art. 1243.2)
Louisiana REQUIRES a records check for every prospective adoptive parent before the adoption can be granted. This includes:
1. Criminal history check through the local sheriff and/or the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information (state police).
1. Louisiana State Central Registry check for child abuse/neglect records through the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).
1. Fingerprinting is typically required as part of the criminal history check. The petitioner pays the cost.
REPRESENTATION
While uncontested intrafamily adoptions are often handled pro se, adoption law is a strict-construction area in Louisiana — courts will not grant an adoption where statutory requirements are not met precisely. Legal aid representation or a consultation is strongly recommended, especially if:
1. A parent opposes the adoption or cannot be located;
1. There is any question about the child's paternity or filiation;
1. There is a history of DCFS involvement or prior court orders affecting the child;
1. The child is 12 or older and hesitant to consent;
1. The petitioner has ANY criminal history.
LEGAL AID IN LOUISIANA
1. Southeast Louisiana Legal Services: 1-877-521-6242
1. Acadiana Legal Service Corp.: 1-800-256-1175
1. Louisiana Civil Justice Center (statewide): 1-800-310-7029
1. Louisiana State Bar Lawyer Referral: 1-800-421-5722
1. Louisiana Law Help (self-help portal): louisianalawhelp.org
COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
1. Filing before six (6) months of legal or physical custody have elapsed.
1. Serving Notice of Filing on a parent with non-statutory language (use Document 7 as written — it has the exact Art. 1247 language).
1. Skipping service on a non-consenting parent because 'they've been out of the child's life' — you must still give them notice and opportunity to oppose, unless their rights are terminated or you move for service by curator after documented diligent efforts.
1. Forgetting to redact Social Security Numbers from the copy of the petition served on a parent.
1. Filing without a certified (not just regular) copy of the child's birth certificate.
1. Failing to identify which parish has jurisdiction — it is juvenile court in Caddo/EBR/Jefferson/Orleans, district court elsewhere.
1. Not properly documenting 'just cause' analysis when relying on Art. 1245 (consent waiver) — the court requires specific facts, not conclusions.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE
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PETITION FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
(La. Ch.C. arts. 1243 & 1246)
NOW INTO COURT, appearing in proper person or through undersigned counsel, come [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] [and, if joint petition, JOINT PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who respectfully represent:
I. PETITIONERS
1.
PETITIONER 1:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Age: _______________________  Date of birth: _______________________
Occupation: ________________________________________
Marital status: ☐ Single  ☐ Married  ☐ Divorced  ☐ Widowed
2.
PETITIONER 2 (if joint petitioner — spouse of Petitioner 1):
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Age: _______________________  Date of birth: _______________________
Occupation: ________________________________________
3.
PETITIONER'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHILD (check one):
☐ STEPPARENT — married to the child's legal parent
☐ GRANDPARENT — parent of the child's legal parent
☐ STEPGRANDPARENT — married to a grandparent of the child
☐ GREAT-GRANDPARENT — grandparent of the child's legal parent
☐ COLLATERAL RELATIVE within the 12th degree — specify: ________________________________________ (e.g., aunt, uncle, cousin, sibling)
4.
Petitioner is related to the child by blood, adoption, or affinity through the mother of the child or through a father who is filiated to the child in accordance with the Civil Code, as required by La. Ch.C. art. 1243(A)(1). Petitioner is [a single person over the age of eighteen / a married person whose spouse joins as joint petitioner], as required by La. Ch.C. art. 1243(A)(2).
5.
Petitioner has had legal or physical custody of the child for at least six (6) months prior to the filing of this petition, as required by La. Ch.C. art. 1243(A)(3). Specifically, petitioner has had custody since [DATE CUSTODY BEGAN] through [pick one: a court order issued on [DATE] in Docket No. [____] of [COURT] / a Provisional Custody by Mandate executed on [DATE] under La. R.S. 9:951 / the child residing continuously with petitioner since [DATE]]. A copy of the custody order, mandate, or other supporting documentation is attached as EXHIBIT A.
II. THE CHILD
6.
CHILD:
Name by which child is KNOWN to petitioner (current name): ________________________________________
Name under which birth is RECORDED (on birth certificate): ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________  (or approximate age if unknown: _______________________)
Place of birth: ________________________________________
Sex: ☐ Male  ☐ Female
Current residence of child: ________________________________________
7.
The child currently resides with petitioner in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana. Petitioner and the child have established a parent-child relationship, and petitioner provides and is willing to continue to provide for the child's physical, emotional, educational, and medical needs.
8.
NAME REQUESTED FOR THE CHILD AFTER ADOPTION (if a change is sought):
Proposed new name: ________________________________________
☐ No name change requested — child's existing name is to be retained
III. PARENTS OF THE CHILD
9.
LEGAL MOTHER:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Last known address: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________
Status: ☐ Living  ☐ Deceased (death certificate attached as EXHIBIT ____)  ☐ Whereabouts unknown (describe diligent efforts to locate in Article 13 below)
10.
LEGAL FATHER:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Last known address: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________
Status of filiation (check one):
☐ Named on the child's birth certificate
☐ Married to the mother at the time of the child's birth (presumed father)
☐ Acknowledged paternity by authentic act
☐ Adjudicated father by prior court order (attached as EXHIBIT ____)
☐ ALLEGED biological father but not filiated — rights to be terminated under La. Ch.C. art. 1135
☐ Unknown — diligent efforts made pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1135(B) to identify/locate are described in Article 13 below
Living status: ☐ Living  ☐ Deceased (death certificate attached as EXHIBIT ____)  ☐ Whereabouts unknown
11.
If petitioner is a STEPPARENT who is married to one of the child's parents, that parent's information:
Name of parent-spouse: ________________________________________
Date of marriage to petitioner: _______________________
☐ Parent-spouse is a JOINT PETITIONER (child born outside of marriage — joinder required by La. Ch.C. art. 1244)   ☐ Parent-spouse CONSENTS by authentic act attached (child born of marriage — La. Ch.C. art. 1244)
IV. CONSENTS AND TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
12.
CONSENT STATUS OF EACH PARENT (check all that apply per parent):
FOR THE MOTHER:
☐ Mother CONSENTS by authentic act attached as EXHIBIT ____
☐ Mother is DECEASED (death certificate attached)
☐ Mother's parental rights have been TERMINATED by prior court order (order attached)
☐ Mother's consent is NOT REQUIRED under La. Ch.C. art. 1245 because she has refused or failed to COMPLY WITH A COURT ORDER OF SUPPORT without just cause for a period of at least six (6) months. Specific facts: ________________________________________
☐ Mother's consent is NOT REQUIRED under La. Ch.C. art. 1245 because she has refused or failed to VISIT, COMMUNICATE, OR ATTEMPT TO COMMUNICATE with the child without just cause for a period of at least six (6) months. Specific facts: ________________________________________
☐ Mother is to be served with notice under La. Ch.C. art. 1247; petitioner seeks termination based on grounds stated above if she fails to oppose
FOR THE FATHER:
☐ Father CONSENTS by authentic act attached as EXHIBIT ____
☐ Father is DECEASED (death certificate attached)
☐ Father's parental rights have been TERMINATED by prior court order (order attached)
☐ Father's consent is NOT REQUIRED under La. Ch.C. art. 1245 because he has refused or failed to COMPLY WITH A COURT ORDER OF SUPPORT without just cause for a period of at least six (6) months. Specific facts: ________________________________________
☐ Father's consent is NOT REQUIRED under La. Ch.C. art. 1245 because he has refused or failed to VISIT, COMMUNICATE, OR ATTEMPT TO COMMUNICATE with the child without just cause for at least six (6) months. Specific facts: ________________________________________
☐ Alleged father's rights are to be terminated under La. Ch.C. art. 1135 (unknown/unidentified)
☐ Father is to be served with notice under La. Ch.C. art. 1247
13.
IF A PARENT IS UNKNOWN OR CANNOT BE LOCATED — DILIGENT EFFORTS (La. Ch.C. arts. 1135(B) and 1247):
☐ Searched Louisiana Putative Father Registry on [DATE]
☐ Reviewed the child's birth certificate
☐ Interviewed the child's mother, who provided the following information: ________________________________________
☐ Searched public records (property, vital records, court records) on [DATE]
☐ Checked with relatives and known associates of the missing parent
☐ Checked Louisiana Department of Corrections inmate locator
☐ Checked military-locator service (if applicable)
☐ Other diligent efforts: ________________________________________
V. CONSENT OF CHILD AGE 12 OR OLDER
14.
☐ The child is 12 years of age or older. Written consent of the child is attached as EXHIBIT ____, or the child will appear before the court to consent in open court pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1193(4). ☐ The child is under 12 years of age; child's consent is not required.
VI. JURISDICTION AND VENUE
15.
JURISDICTION (check one):
☐ In CADDO, EAST BATON ROUGE, JEFFERSON, or ORLEANS Parish, this Court has EXCLUSIVE original jurisdiction over adoption proceedings pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 302 and R.S. 13:1570.
☐ In all other parishes, this Court has exclusive original jurisdiction over adoption proceedings pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 302 as the district, parish, or city court with territorial jurisdiction.
16.
VENUE is proper in this Parish because: [check as applicable] ☐ the petitioner is domiciled in [PARISH NAME] Parish; ☐ the child resides with petitioner in [PARISH NAME] Parish; ☐ the legal custody order concerning the child was issued by this Court or a court in this Parish.
VII. BACKGROUND CHECK AND REQUIRED ORDERS
17.
Pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1243.2, petitioner[s] request[s] that this Court order the local sheriff or the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information to conduct a records check for all federal and state arrests and convictions for each prospective adoptive parent. Petitioner[s] consent[s] to the release of this information to this Court.
18.
Pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1243.2, petitioner[s] further request[s] that this Court order the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services to conduct a Child Abuse and Neglect Registry check for each petitioner.
VIII. BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD
19.
The proposed adoption is in the BEST INTEREST of the child pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1255 for the following reasons: [check and/or describe]
☐ Petitioner has established a stable, loving, and permanent parent-child relationship with the child;
☐ Petitioner is able and willing to provide for the physical, emotional, educational, medical, and spiritual needs of the child;
☐ The child has lived with petitioner in a stable home environment;
☐ Adoption will provide the child with permanency, stability, and the legal rights attendant to a parent-child relationship;
☐ The non-petitioning parent has been absent from or uninvolved in the child's life; and/or
☐ Additional facts supporting best interest: ________________________________________
20.
Petitioner has no felony conviction for a crime against a child or any other conviction that would disqualify petitioner from adopting under applicable law. Petitioner's criminal history, if any, is set forth in the Confidential Statement of Family History attached as EXHIBIT ____.
21.
Petitioner is of good moral character, physically and mentally capable of caring for the child, and financially capable of providing for the child's needs.
IX. REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS
22.
The following exhibits are attached to this petition (check all that are included):
☐ EXHIBIT A — Custody order, Provisional Custody by Mandate, or other proof of custody for 6+ months
☐ EXHIBIT B — Certified copy of child's birth certificate
☐ EXHIBIT C — Marriage certificate (if joint petitioners or if stepparent)
☐ EXHIBIT D — Death certificate of deceased parent (if applicable)
☐ EXHIBIT E — Authentic act of consent by parent (if applicable)
☐ EXHIBIT F — Prior court orders affecting custody or parental rights
☐ EXHIBIT G — Confidential Statement of Family History (included later in this packet)
☐ EXHIBIT H — Child's written consent (if 12 or older)
WHEREFORE, petitioner[s] pray[s]:
1. That this petition be filed and that orders issue for a records check and background investigation pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1243.2;
1. That notice of the filing of this petition be served upon every parent whose consent is required pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1247, with the specific language required by that Article, and that any consenting parent's authentic act of consent be accepted in lieu of notice;
1. That this matter be set for hearing within sixty (60) days if no opposition is filed, or within ninety (90) days if opposition is filed, pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1253;
1. That if consent has been dispensed with by operation of La. Ch.C. art. 1245, the Court find that the statutory grounds have been established by clear and convincing evidence;
1. That after due proceedings, this Court render a FINAL DECREE OF ADOPTION pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1255 terminating the parental rights of any non-consenting, non-petitioning parent[s] and decreeing that [CHILD'S NAME] is for all purposes the lawful child of petitioner[s];
1. That the Final Decree order the Louisiana Department of Health, Office of Vital Records, to issue a new birth certificate for the child showing petitioner[s] as parent[s] and bearing any new name of the child, pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1262;
1. That records of these proceedings be sealed pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1187, to be opened only upon court order;
1. For all costs of these proceedings and for all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Petitioner
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
________________________________________
[JOINT PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] (if applicable)
Joint Petitioner
Address / Phone: _______________________
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition for Intrafamily Adoption, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
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ACT OF CONSENT BY PARENT
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
ACT OF CONSENT TO INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
(La. Ch.C. arts. 1193 & 1244 — Authentic Act)
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the above Parish and State, and in the presence of the two competent witnesses whose names are subscribed below, personally came and appeared:
[CONSENTING PARENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
a person of the full age of majority, domiciled in _______________________ Parish, State of _______________________, who, being duly sworn, declared as follows:
1.
I am the [MOTHER / FATHER] of the minor child [CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], born on [DATE OF BIRTH] in [PLACE OF BIRTH].
2.
I understand that [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] has filed or will file a Petition for Intrafamily Adoption seeking to adopt my child under La. Ch.C. art. 1243 et seq.
3.
I understand that if the adoption is granted, it will TERMINATE ALL OF MY PARENTAL RIGHTS to the child, including my rights to custody, visitation, communication, and inheritance, and that these rights will not be restored.
4.
I understand that I have the right to be represented by an attorney and to have this consent reviewed by independent counsel before signing it. I have [check one: ☐ consulted with an attorney whose name is _______________________ / ☐ knowingly declined the opportunity to consult with an attorney].
5.
I understand that this consent, once signed and executed as an authentic act, constitutes a surrender of my parental rights for purposes of this adoption, subject only to the limited grounds for revocation provided by Louisiana law.
6.
This consent is given freely, voluntarily, and without coercion, duress, fraud, or undue influence. I have not been promised any payment or benefit in exchange for this consent.
7.
I DO HEREBY CONSENT to the adoption of my child, [CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], by the petitioner[s] named above, and I waive any further notice of the adoption proceedings.
________________________________________
[CONSENTING PARENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Consenting Parent
WITNESSES:
Witness 1: ________________________________________
Printed name: ________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Witness 2: ________________________________________
Printed name: ________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________
My commission expires: _______________________
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CONSENT OF CHILD AGE 12 OR OLDER
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
CONSENT OF CHILD TWELVE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER
(La. Ch.C. art. 1193(4))
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
a minor twelve years of age or older, who, being duly sworn, declared as follows:
1.
I am [AGE] years old. My date of birth is [DATE OF BIRTH].
2.
I understand that [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] has filed a petition to adopt me under Louisiana's intrafamily adoption law.
3.
I understand what adoption means: that [PETITIONER'S NAME] will become my legal parent[s] and that any rights of my birth parent[s] whose rights are being terminated in this proceeding will end permanently.
4.
I understand that I have the right to refuse my consent, and that the court cannot grant the adoption without my consent unless the court waives this requirement for good cause.
5.
I have had an opportunity to ask questions about the adoption, and any questions I had have been answered to my satisfaction.
6.
I CONSENT to the adoption freely and voluntarily. I wish to be adopted by [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME].
7.
Regarding my name (check one):
☐ I wish to keep my current name: ________________________________________
☐ I wish to have my name changed to: ________________________________________
________________________________________
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], the Child
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________
My commission expires: _______________________
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CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT OF FAMILY HISTORY
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT OF FAMILY HISTORY
(La. Ch.C. art. 1124 & R.S. 40:79)
This Confidential Statement of Family History is filed in connection with the Petition for Intrafamily Adoption in this matter. It is to be maintained under seal and disclosed only as permitted by law. Social security numbers and other sensitive identifiers are to be REDACTED from any copy served on any party or published.
I. PETITIONER(S)
Petitioner 1 — Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Place of birth: _______________________
Social Security Number (redact on copies): _______________________
Race/ethnicity (for vital records purposes): _______________________
Occupation: _______________________
Current address: ________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________
Petitioner 2 (if joint) — Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Place of birth: _______________________
Social Security Number: _______________________
Race/ethnicity: _______________________
Occupation: _______________________
Current address: ________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________
II. THE CHILD
Full legal name as on birth certificate: ________________________________________
Name child is currently known by: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Place of birth: ________________________________________
Sex: ☐ Male  ☐ Female
Race/ethnicity: _______________________
Birth certificate number (if known): _______________________
Social Security Number: _______________________
III. LEGAL PARENTS OF THE CHILD
MOTHER:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Maiden name (if different): ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Place of birth: _______________________
Race/ethnicity: _______________________
Last known address: ________________________________________
Social Security Number: _______________________
FATHER:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Place of birth: _______________________
Race/ethnicity: _______________________
Last known address: ________________________________________
Social Security Number: _______________________
IV. KNOWN MEDICAL HISTORY OF CHILD AND BIRTH FAMILY
Child's known medical conditions, if any: ________________________________________
________________________________________
Known hereditary conditions in the birth family: ________________________________________
________________________________________
(attach additional pages as needed)
V. CRIMINAL HISTORY OF PETITIONERS
Petitioner 1: ☐ No criminal history  ☐ Criminal history disclosed below
Details: ________________________________________
________________________________________
Petitioner 2 (if joint): ☐ No criminal history  ☐ Criminal history disclosed below
Details: ________________________________________
________________________________________
VI. PETITIONER'S HOUSEHOLD AND MARITAL HISTORY
Marital history (dates of prior marriages, divorces, deaths): ________________________________________
________________________________________
Other children in the household (names, ages, relationship): ________________________________________
________________________________________
I/We, the undersigned, swear that the information set forth above is true and correct to the best of my/our knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
Petitioner
________________________________________
Joint Petitioner (if applicable)
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed name: ________________________________________
Notary/Bar Number: _______________________   Commission expires: _______________________
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ORDER FOR BACKGROUND CHECK
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
ORDER FOR BACKGROUND CHECK AND RECORDS CHECK
(La. Ch.C. art. 1243.2)
Considering the Petition for Intrafamily Adoption filed in this matter and La. Ch.C. art. 1243.2:
IT IS ORDERED that the Sheriff of [PARISH NAME] Parish and/or the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information, Office of State Police, conduct a records check for all federal arrests and convictions and all state arrests and convictions for each of the following prospective adoptive parents:
1. [PETITIONER 1 FULL LEGAL NAME], DOB _______________________, SSN (last four) _______________________
2. [PETITIONER 2 FULL LEGAL NAME, if joint], DOB _______________________, SSN (last four) _______________________
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services conduct a check of the State Central Registry for any records of child abuse or neglect naming any of the above prospective adoptive parents.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the results of the foregoing records checks and registry checks be provided DIRECTLY TO THIS COURT under seal for in camera review, with a copy to petitioner's counsel (if represented). The costs of the checks shall be borne by petitioner[s].
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the petitioner[s] complete any required fingerprinting and cooperate fully with the agencies conducting the foregoing checks.
SIGNED in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
JUDGE
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ORDER SETTING HEARING
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
ORDER SETTING HEARING ON PETITION FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
(La. Ch.C. art. 1253)
Considering the Petition for Intrafamily Adoption filed herein and La. Ch.C. art. 1253:
IT IS ORDERED that this matter be, and the same is hereby, set for hearing on the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, at _______________________ o'clock __.m., in Division ___ of this Court, at the courthouse in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that NOTICE OF THE FILING OF PETITION, together with a copy of the petition, be served upon every parent whose consent is required and whose parental rights have not been terminated, in accordance with La. Ch.C. art. 1247.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if no opposition is filed, the hearing shall take place within SIXTY (60) days from the date the last required person is served. If an opposition is filed, the hearing shall take place within NINETY (90) days from the date the opposition is filed, pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1253.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the child, if age twelve (12) or older, shall appear before the Court at the hearing unless the Court specifically dispenses with this requirement.
SIGNED in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
JUDGE
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NOTICE OF FILING OF PETITION
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
NOTICE OF FILING OF PETITION FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
(La. Ch.C. art. 1247)
TO: [NAME OF PARENT TO BE SERVED]
Address: ________________________________________
RE: ________________________________________ (the Child)
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the following, in accordance with La. Ch.C. art. 1247:
Louisiana law provides that under certain circumstances your consent to the adoption of your child may be dispensed with and you can permanently lose your rights as a parent by final decree of adoption.
An intrafamily adoption petition has been filed requesting the court to grant an adoption and terminate your parental rights to your child. A copy of the petition is attached to this notice.
If you do not file a written answer stating your opposition to the adoption within FIFTEEN (15) DAYS of receiving this notice, you will lose the right to object to the adoption.
If you choose to file a written answer and opposition to the adoption, you must file it with the Clerk of Court at:
[CLERK OF COURT — COURT NAME]
[ADDRESS OF COURTHOUSE]
[CITY, LA ZIP]
A court hearing of your case has been scheduled for the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, at _______________________ o'clock __.m., in Division ___ of [COURT NAME], in the Parish of [PARISH NAME], Louisiana.
If you fail to appear at the hearing, the court can grant the adoption and terminate your rights despite your absence.
If the court at the trial finds that the facts set out in the petition are true and that adoption is in the best interests of your child, the court can enter a JUDGMENT ENDING YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.
YOU ARE STRONGLY URGED TO CONSULT AN ATTORNEY. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may apply to the court for appointment of counsel. You may also contact the legal aid offices listed at the end of this notice.
ISSUED BY THE CLERK OF COURT and served by:
☐ Personal service by sheriff
☐ Certified mail, return receipt requested (for person located out of state — La. Ch.C. art. 1247(A))
☐ Commercial courier as defined in La. R.S. 13:3204(D) (out of state)
☐ Curator ad hoc appointed pursuant to court order (whereabouts unknown)
Issued on: _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
CLERK OF COURT / DEPUTY CLERK
FREE LEGAL AID IN LOUISIANA:
• Southeast Louisiana Legal Services: 1-877-521-6242
• Acadiana Legal Service Corp.: 1-800-256-1175
• Louisiana Civil Justice Center (statewide): 1-800-310-7029
• Louisiana State Bar Lawyer Referral: 1-800-421-5722
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FINAL DECREE OF INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
[COURT NAME — JUVENILE COURT or DISTRICT COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
IN RE:
[CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME — NAME UNDER WHICH BIRTH IS RECORDED]
APPLYING FOR INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
FINAL DECREE OF INTRAFAMILY ADOPTION
(La. Ch.C. arts. 1255 & 1262)
This matter came on for hearing on the _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, on the Petition for Intrafamily Adoption filed herein.
PRESENT: [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] [and, if joint, JOINT PETITIONER'S NAME], appearing [in proper person / represented by counsel], and [the child's parent-spouse, if stepparent adoption / the consenting parent(s) / no non-petitioning parent, the non-petitioning parent having been served but failing to appear / etc.].
Considering the pleadings, the records and background checks, the Confidential Statement of Family History, the testimony and evidence presented at the hearing, the investigation report (if any), and applicable law, the Court FINDS:
(a) This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 302.
(b) Venue is proper in this Parish.
(c) Petitioner[s] qualif[y/ies] to petition under La. Ch.C. art. 1243.
(d) Petitioner[s] ha[ve/s] had legal or physical custody of the child for at least six (6) months prior to the filing of the petition.
(e) Each parent whose consent was required has either (i) consented in the manner required by law; (ii) had his or her parental rights previously terminated by a court of competent jurisdiction; (iii) been lawfully served with notice under La. Ch.C. art. 1247 and failed to oppose or otherwise establish grounds against the adoption; or (iv) had his or her consent dispensed with by the Court under La. Ch.C. art. 1245 based on clear and convincing evidence.
(f) Required background and records checks have been conducted and reveal no disqualifying information.
(g) [If child age 12+:] The child has consented to the adoption [or: The Court has dispensed with the child's consent for good cause shown].
(h) The adoption is in the BEST INTEREST of the child pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1255.
IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the Petition for Intrafamily Adoption is GRANTED and that [CHILD'S FULL LEGAL NAME AS ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE] is hereby ADOPTED by [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] [and JOINT PETITIONER'S NAME, if applicable].
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that for all purposes the child is the lawful child of petitioner[s], with all rights and obligations of the parent-child relationship, including but not limited to the right of inheritance.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the parental rights of [NAME OF EACH NON-PETITIONING PARENT WHOSE RIGHTS ARE TERMINATED] are hereby TERMINATED. [Strike through if not applicable.]
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that [check as applicable]:
☐ The child's name shall henceforth be: ________________________________________;
☐ The child's existing name shall be retained.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1262, the Louisiana Department of Health, Office of Vital Records, shall issue a NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE for the child showing petitioner[s] as parent[s] and bearing any new name of the child set forth above, and shall seal the original birth certificate, to be opened only upon court order.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the records of these proceedings be SEALED pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1187, and not to be opened except upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that each party bear their own costs of these proceedings, except as otherwise specifically assessed.
JUDGMENT RENDERED AND SIGNED in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
JUDGE
CLERK'S CERTIFICATE
I certify that this Final Decree of Adoption was rendered and signed as set forth above, that it is a true and correct copy of the original on file in my office, and that a certified copy has been forwarded to the Louisiana Department of Health, Office of Vital Records, for issuance of a new birth certificate pursuant to La. Ch.C. art. 1262.
________________________________________
CLERK OF COURT / DEPUTY CLERK
Prepared for self-represented litigants — Louisiana self-help form — Page  of 
