JOINT PETITION FOR DIVORCE
Streamlined Agreed Divorce — La. C.C. arts. 102 and 103
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS IS
When both spouses agree on everything — the divorce itself, property division, any support issues, and custody of children if any — Louisiana law allows them to file a JOINT petition, which streamlines the process and usually results in a faster, cheaper divorce.
This single filing combines both parties' requests, serves both parties simultaneously, and allows the court to render judgment without a contested hearing. Both parties typically appear together at the final hearing (or, in many parishes, by joint affidavit without appearing).
CHOOSE YOUR GROUND — 102 vs. 103
Louisiana has two main no-fault divorce grounds:
1. ARTICLE 102 — Spouses have lived SEPARATE AND APART for the statutory period (180 days without minor children; 365 days with minor children) AFTER a petition is filed. Used when you want to start the clock ticking from the court filing date.
1. ARTICLE 103 — Spouses have ALREADY lived separate and apart for the statutory period (180/365 days) BEFORE filing. Used when the separation happened first and you're ready to divorce immediately.
WHEN A JOINT PETITION IS APPROPRIATE
1. Both spouses agree the marriage is over.
1. There are no children, OR the parties have fully agreed on custody, support, and visitation.
1. Community property has been divided by agreement (or there is none).
1. Neither party will claim spousal support / alimony from the other, OR support has been agreed.
1. Both parties can be located, served, and are willing to cooperate.
WHEN NOT TO USE THIS
1. Either party is fighting about anything — assets, debts, children, support. Use a standard contested divorce instead.
1. Serious imbalance of power, domestic violence, or coercion — DO NOT proceed jointly. One spouse may not be freely consenting. Seek help from legal aid or a domestic violence advocate.
1. Minor children and no complete agreement on every aspect of custody, support, and visitation.
1. One spouse cannot be located or refuses to participate.
WHAT TO ATTACH
1. Joint Petition (this form).
1. Verification/Affidavit signed by both parties, notarized.
1. Signed property settlement or community property partition if applicable.
1. Consent Custody / Support / Visitation Agreement (if minor children).
1. Copy of marriage certificate.
1. Affidavit of proof of separation (under C.C. art. 103).
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE




DOCUMENT 1 OF 1
JOINT PETITION FOR DIVORCE
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
DOCKET NO.: _______________________           DIVISION "___"
_________________________________________________________
[SPOUSE A'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
and
[SPOUSE B'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Joint Petitioners
JOINT PETITION FOR DIVORCE
(La. C.C. art. [102 / 103])
NOW INTO COURT come [SPOUSE A'S FULL LEGAL NAME] and [SPOUSE B'S FULL LEGAL NAME] ("Joint Petitioners"), appearing [in proper person / through undersigned counsel], who jointly petition this Court for a judgment of divorce and respectfully represent:
1.
Joint Petitioners are both persons of the full age of majority. [SPOUSE A] is domiciled in _______________________ Parish, Louisiana, at [ADDRESS]. [SPOUSE B] is domiciled in _______________________ Parish, Louisiana, at [ADDRESS].
2.
Joint Petitioners were MARRIED on [DATE OF MARRIAGE] in [CITY, PARISH, STATE]. A certified copy of the marriage certificate is attached as EXHIBIT A.
3.
Jurisdiction is proper in this Court because [☐ the last matrimonial domicile was in this Parish / ☐ both Joint Petitioners are domiciled in this Parish / ☐ one of the Joint Petitioners has been domiciled in Louisiana for at least 6 months and currently in this Parish].
4. MINOR CHILDREN
[☐ The parties have NO minor children of the marriage.]
[☐ The following minor children were born of the marriage:]
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
5. SEPARATION
Joint Petitioners have been LIVING SEPARATE AND APART continuously without reconciliation since [DATE OF SEPARATION]. This separation has lasted [☐ 180 days (no minor children) / ☐ 365 days (minor children)], as required by [La. C.C. art. 103].
[IF FILING UNDER ARTICLE 102: Strike above and substitute: Joint Petitioners are living separate and apart and seek a judgment of divorce after the passage of the required period of separation following the filing of this petition.]
6. COMMUNITY PROPERTY
[☐ There is no community property to divide / ☐ Joint Petitioners have entered into a voluntary partition agreement attached as EXHIBIT B / ☐ Joint Petitioners request the Court reserve for later determination the division of community property].
7. SPOUSAL SUPPORT
[☐ Neither party claims interim or final spousal support from the other / ☐ The parties have agreed upon spousal support as set forth in EXHIBIT C / ☐ The right to seek interim or final support is reserved].
8. CUSTODY / SUPPORT / VISITATION
[☐ Not applicable (no minor children) / ☐ The parties have entered into a Consent Custody, Support, and Visitation Agreement attached as EXHIBIT D, which they jointly pray be incorporated into the divorce judgment].
9.
Joint Petitioners verify that all facts stated herein are true and correct, that this petition is filed voluntarily by both parties without coercion, and that both parties have had the opportunity to consult with independent counsel of their choosing.
WHEREFORE, Joint Petitioners pray:
(1) That this petition be filed;
(2) That after due proceedings, a JUDGMENT OF DIVORCE be rendered dissolving the marriage between Joint Petitioners;
(3) That the attached Consent Custody/Support Agreement (if any) be made the judgment of the Court;
(4) That the attached Community Property Partition (if any) be made the judgment of the Court;
(5) That each party bear their own costs;
(6) For all such other and further relief as the Court deems just and equitable.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[SPOUSE A'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Joint Petitioner
________________________________________
[SPOUSE B'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Joint Petitioner


VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, personally came and appeared [SPOUSE A'S FULL LEGAL NAME] and [SPOUSE B'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say: that they have read the foregoing Joint Petition, that the allegations of fact are true and correct to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief, and that they file this petition voluntarily, free of duress.
________________________________________
[SPOUSE A]
________________________________________
[SPOUSE B]
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, this _____ day of _________________, 20____.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC / Bar Roll #: _______________________
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