State v. [Defendant] — Ex Parte Motion for Funds to Retain Defense Expert
___ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF ________________
STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE OF LOUISIANA	*	DOCKET NO.: ________________
	*	
VERSUS	*	DIVISION: ________________
	*	
[DEFENDANT NAME]	*	SECTION: ________________
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
EX PARTE MOTION FOR FUNDS TO RETAIN DEFENSE EXPERT
NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes [DEFENDANT NAME] (hereinafter "Defendant"), who respectfully moves this Honorable Court, pursuant to the Louisiana Code of Criminal Procedure and the constitutional provisions cited herein, to authorize, ex parte and under seal, funds for the retention of a defense expert, and in support thereof represents as follows:

1. Defendant is indigent and has been found to qualify for indigent-defense services.
1. Defendant requires the assistance of a [mental-health / forensic / DNA / firearms / digital-forensics / other] expert in order to prepare and present a constitutionally adequate defense.
1. A particularized showing of the necessity of expert assistance is set forth in the Memorandum in Support filed under seal.
1. The requested funds are reasonable and necessary. Expert services are a 'basic tool of an adequate defense' under Ake v. Oklahoma, 470 U.S. 68 (1985), and Louisiana law.
1. This Motion is filed ex parte and under seal to avoid disclosure of defense strategy to the State.
LAW AND AUTHORITY
Ake v. Oklahoma, 470 U.S. 68 (1985); McWilliams v. Dunn, 582 U.S. 183 (2017); La. R.S. 15:175; La. Const. art. I, §§ 2, 13, 16; U.S. Const. amends. V, VI, XIV; State v. Touchet, 93-2839 (La. 9/6/94), 642 So. 2d 1213.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Defendant prays that this ex parte Motion be granted, that funds be authorized for the retention of the expert, and that this Motion, its supporting Memorandum, and any order entered thereon be filed and maintained under seal.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________________
[Attorney Name] (La. Bar Roll No. _____)
[Firm Name]
[Street Address]
[City, State ZIP]
Telephone: (___) ___-____
Email: ____________________
COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT, [Name]

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing pleading has been served upon all counsel of record, including the Office of the District Attorney for the ____ Judicial District, by hand delivery, facsimile, electronic mail, and/or United States mail, postage prepaid and properly addressed, this _____ day of ______________, 20____.

_________________________________________
[Attorney Name]

___ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF ________________
STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE OF LOUISIANA	*	DOCKET NO.: ________________
	*	
VERSUS	*	DIVISION: ________________
	*	
[DEFENDANT NAME]	*	SECTION: ________________
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
ORDER ON EX PARTE MOTION FOR FUNDS TO RETAIN DEFENSE EXPERT
Considering the foregoing Motion filed by Defendant, and the law and evidence being in favor thereof:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that defense counsel is authorized to retain ________________ as a defense expert at a rate not to exceed $______ per hour, up to a total of $______, payable from [funding source].
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Motion, the supporting Memorandum, and this Order shall remain UNDER SEAL and ex parte.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in ________________, ________________ Parish, Louisiana, this _____ day of ______________, 20____.


_________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
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