MOTION FOR APPEAL AND TRIAL DE NOVO
(From Justice of the Peace Court or Traffic Hearing Officer)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS FORM DOES
Louisiana Justice of the Peace (JP) Court and traffic hearing officer decisions are not final. A party dissatisfied with the ruling has the right to appeal for a TRIAL DE NOVO ("from the beginning") — a completely new trial in District Court (for JP appeals) or City Court (for some traffic appeals).
Unlike an appellate review (which looks at errors of law), a trial de novo is a fresh start. New witnesses, new evidence, new judgment. The higher court doesn't defer to the lower court's findings.
DEADLINES
The appeal from a Justice of the Peace judgment must generally be filed within ten (10) days of rendering of the judgment (La. R.S. 13:2583). This is very short — mark your calendar.
Traffic hearing officer appeals vary by city. In Baton Rouge, for example, the appeal goes to Baton Rouge City Court within 10 days. Check local ordinances.
BOND (IF APPLICABLE)
For money judgments from JP Court, the appellant must post a bond to suspend execution — typically 1 1/4 times the judgment. Without bond, the appeal goes forward but the JP judgment can be executed.
WHAT TO EXPECT AT TRIAL DE NOVO
1. A completely new trial — witnesses, exhibits, arguments
1. The higher court makes its own findings, ignoring the JP's rulings
1. Typical delay: 60-180 days from filing to trial
1. Same evidentiary rules as any civil case at that level
1. Prevailing party can recover costs but not usually attorney's fees
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


[COURT NAME — DISTRICT COURT OR CITY COURT]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[APPELLANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Appellant
VERSUS
[APPELLEE'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Appellee
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
MOTION FOR APPEAL AND TRIAL DE NOVO
(La. R.S. 13:2583 (JP Court); local ordinances (traffic))
NOW INTO COURT, appearing [in proper person / through undersigned counsel], comes [APPELLANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who respectfully moves this Court for an appeal and trial de novo from the judgment described below:
1.
On [DATE OF LOWER COURT JUDGMENT], [the Justice of the Peace of Ward [___], [PARISH] Parish / the Traffic Hearing Officer for the City of [CITY]] rendered a judgment in [LOWER COURT CASE NO.]. The judgment [awarded plaintiff $[AMOUNT] / found appellant liable for the traffic violation / dismissed appellant's claim / etc. — describe].
2.
Appellant is [aggrieved / dissatisfied] by the lower court's judgment and desires a trial de novo in this Court.
3.
This appeal is timely, filed within [ten (10) days — for JP / [NUMBER] days — for traffic appeal] of the lower court's judgment, as required by applicable law.
4.
A certified copy of the lower court's judgment and record is attached as Exhibit A [or will be transmitted by the lower court clerk to this Court upon request].
5.
[IF MONEY JUDGMENT AND BOND REQUIRED:] Appellant [has posted / stands ready to post] a bond in the amount of $[BOND AMOUNT] to suspend execution of the lower court's judgment. [IF NO BOND OR NOT APPLICABLE: No bond is required for this appeal / appellant requests that bond be waived upon approval of Affidavit of Poverty.]
6.
Appellant requests that this matter be set for trial de novo in accordance with the regular civil trial practice of this Court.
WHEREFORE, appellant prays:
1. That this appeal be GRANTED and this matter be set for a trial de novo in this Court;
1. That the lower court be directed to transmit its record and the judgment to this Court;
1. That appellee be duly served and cited to appear;
1. That this Court conduct a trial de novo and render its own judgment;
1. For all costs and for all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[APPELLANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Appellant
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this ___ day of __________, 20___, a copy of the foregoing was served on all known counsel of record (and/or the opposing party in proper person) by United States Mail, postage prepaid, hand delivery, or electronic transmission as permitted by the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure.
________________________________________
[PARTY'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
ORDER
Considering the foregoing Motion:
IT IS ORDERED that an APPEAL AND TRIAL DE NOVO are hereby GRANTED. The lower court shall transmit its record to this Court. The Clerk shall set this matter for trial de novo in accordance with regular civil trial practice.
[PARISH], Louisiana, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
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