State v. [Defendant] — Motion to Change Venue
___ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF ________________
STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE OF LOUISIANA	*	DOCKET NO.: ________________
	*	
VERSUS	*	DIVISION: ________________
	*	
[DEFENDANT NAME]	*	SECTION: ________________
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE
NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes [DEFENDANT NAME] (hereinafter "Defendant"), who respectfully moves this Honorable Court, pursuant to the Louisiana Code of Criminal Procedure and the constitutional provisions cited herein, to change the venue of this proceeding to another parish, and in support thereof represents as follows:

1. Prejudice exists in the parish of ________________ such that Defendant cannot obtain a fair and impartial trial.
1. The prejudice arises from [prejudicial pretrial publicity / influence of victim's family or community / inflamed public opinion / other], as described with supporting exhibits attached hereto.
1. A change of venue is the only remedy adequate to protect Defendant's rights under La. Const. art. I, §§ 2 and 16 and the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments.
LAW AND AUTHORITY
La. C.Cr.P. arts. 621–625; Rideau v. Louisiana, 373 U.S. 723 (1963); Sheppard v. Maxwell, 384 U.S. 333 (1966); Skilling v. United States, 561 U.S. 358 (2010); State v. Bell, 315 So. 2d 307 (La. 1975); State v. David, 425 So. 2d 1241 (La. 1983).
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Defendant prays for an evidentiary hearing and an order changing venue to a parish where an impartial jury may be empanelled.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________________
[Attorney Name] (La. Bar Roll No. _____)
[Firm Name]
[Street Address]
[City, State ZIP]
Telephone: (___) ___-____
Email: ____________________
COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT, [Name]

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing pleading has been served upon all counsel of record, including the Office of the District Attorney for the ____ Judicial District, by hand delivery, facsimile, electronic mail, and/or United States mail, postage prepaid and properly addressed, this _____ day of ______________, 20____.

_________________________________________
[Attorney Name]

___ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF ________________
STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE OF LOUISIANA	*	DOCKET NO.: ________________
	*	
VERSUS	*	DIVISION: ________________
	*	
[DEFENDANT NAME]	*	SECTION: ________________
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
ORDER ON MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE
Considering the foregoing Motion filed by Defendant, and the law and evidence being in favor thereof:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a hearing on the Motion to Change Venue is SET for ______________, 20____ at ______ a.m./p.m.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in ________________, ________________ Parish, Louisiana, this _____ day of ______________, 20____.


_________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
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