PEACE BOND COMPLAINT
(Application for Peace Bond / Surety to Keep the Peace)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT A PEACE BOND IS
A peace bond is a traditional Louisiana remedy where a person who has been threatened or harassed by another can petition the court to require that person to post a BOND to keep the peace. If the bonded person then violates the peace, the bond is forfeited and may be used to compensate the complaining party.
Peace bonds are less common today because protective orders (for domestic cases) and injunctions (for non-domestic cases) often provide better relief. But peace bonds are still available in some Louisiana courts — particularly JP courts and city courts — for non-domestic threatening situations.
WHEN TO USE A PEACE BOND
1. You are being threatened or harassed by someone who is NOT a family or household member (for those, use a Protective Order)
1. The threat is serious but hasn't escalated to criminal charges
1. You want a financial deterrent against future threatening conduct
1. You want the court to formally warn the other person
DIFFERENCES FROM PROTECTIVE ORDERS
Peace bonds are NOT protective orders. They don't restrict where the person can go or require them to stay away. They simply require them to post money that's forfeited if they breach the peace. For real protection from a threatening person, also consider a Petition for Injunction or criminal charges for criminal threats.
LOCAL VARIATION
Peace bond procedures vary significantly by parish and court. Some courts use them routinely; others rarely. Contact your local JP or city court clerk to confirm the procedure in your area before filing.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


[COURT NAME — commonly Justice of the Peace or City Court]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[COMPLAINANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Complainant
VERSUS
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Respondent
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PEACE BOND COMPLAINT
(undefined)
NOW INTO COURT, appearing in proper person, comes [COMPLAINANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who respectfully represents:
1.
Complainant resides at [COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS]. Respondent resides at [RESPONDENT'S ADDRESS].
2.
Respondent has threatened complainant with bodily harm, or has placed complainant in reasonable fear of imminent harm, on the following occasions:
(a) On _______________________, respondent: ________________________________________
(b) On _______________________, respondent: ________________________________________
(c) On _______________________, respondent: ________________________________________
3.
Based on respondent's threatening conduct, complainant reasonably fears for complainant's personal safety. Complainant seeks protection in the form of a peace bond.
4.
The relationship between complainant and respondent is: [describe — neighbor, co-worker, acquaintance, former friend, etc.]. Complainant and respondent are NOT family or household members, and this matter does not qualify for a protective order under La. R.S. 46:2131 et seq.
5.
Witnesses who can corroborate the threatening conduct include: ________________________________________
6.
Complainant requests that respondent be required to post a peace bond in an amount sufficient to deter future threatening conduct, and that respondent be formally warned by this Court to keep the peace.
WHEREFORE, complainant prays:
1. That respondent be duly served and cited to appear;
1. That after hearing, this Court ORDER respondent to post a peace bond in such amount as the Court deems sufficient;
1. That respondent be formally warned to keep the peace and to refrain from threatening, harassing, or having contact with complainant;
1. That upon violation of the peace, the bond be forfeited for complainant's benefit;
1. For all costs and all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[COMPLAINANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Complainant
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Peace Bond Complaint, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
PLEASE SERVE RESPONDENT:
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
[RESPONDENT'S FULL ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
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