PETITION FOR RENT (LANDLORD'S SUIT FOR MONEY)
(Separate from Eviction — Collection Only)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS FORM DOES
This is the LANDLORD'S SUIT FOR UNPAID RENT as a money claim, separate from eviction. Use this form when: (a) the tenant has vacated but owes back rent, (b) you want to collect while an eviction is pending, or (c) you are collecting against a former tenant after lease expiration.
If you want to EVICT the tenant who is still in possession, use the Rule to Evict form in the Eviction section. You can combine both in a single suit or bring them separately.
WHAT TO RECOVER
1. Unpaid back rent through the date of filing
1. Future rent through end of lease term (if lease was breached and landlord still seeking rent)
1. Late fees specified in the lease
1. Cost of physical damage to the premises beyond normal wear and tear
1. Attorney's fees if the lease provides for them
1. Court costs
MITIGATION OBLIGATION
After a tenant breaches the lease (abandons the premises), the landlord has a duty to MITIGATE damages by making reasonable efforts to re-rent the premises. You cannot simply let the premises sit vacant and collect full damages. Document your re-rental efforts (listings, showings, applications received).
SECURITY DEPOSIT
If you held a security deposit, you must apply it properly under La. R.S. 9:3251 et seq. and provide a written accounting to the tenant within 30 days of move-out. Failing to do so can subject you to treble damages. Calculate any remaining deposit and subtract it from the amount sought — or account for it in the petition.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


[COURT NAME]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[LANDLORD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Plaintiff
VERSUS
[TENANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Defendant
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION FOR RENT AND DAMAGES
(La. Civil Code arts. 2668 et seq.)
NOW INTO COURT, appearing [in proper person / through undersigned counsel], comes [LANDLORD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who respectfully represents:
1.
Plaintiff is the owner/lessor of the premises located at [FULL ADDRESS], [CITY], Louisiana (the "Premises").
2.
Made defendant is [TENANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], the tenant/lessee under the lease described below.
3.
On [DATE OF LEASE], plaintiff and defendant entered into a [written / oral] lease of the Premises, for a term of [LEASE TERM], at a monthly rent of $[MONTHLY RENT] payable on [DUE DATE] of each month. [A copy of the written lease is attached as Exhibit A.]
4.
Defendant occupied the Premises from [OCCUPANCY START DATE] to [OCCUPANCY END DATE]. [Defendant has vacated / Defendant remains in possession subject to separate eviction proceedings.]
5.
UNPAID RENT AND OTHER CHARGES:
Unpaid rent through [DATE]: $_______________________
Late fees (per lease): $_______________________
Utilities / other charges: $_______________________
Damage to Premises beyond normal wear: $_______________________
Rent accruing through end of term (if applicable): $_______________________
Subtotal: $_______________________
LESS security deposit applied: -$_______________________
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $_______________________
6.
Despite demand, defendant has failed and refused to pay the amounts due.
7.
[IF LEASE PROVIDES FOR ATTORNEY'S FEES:] The lease, at paragraph [X], provides that in the event of default, the tenant shall pay all costs of collection including reasonable attorney's fees.
8.
[IF TENANT VACATED AND LEASE ENDED EARLY:] After defendant vacated, plaintiff made reasonable efforts to re-rent the Premises, including [DESCRIBE efforts]. The Premises [was re-rented on [DATE] at $___ per month / remains unrented despite these efforts].
WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays:
1. That defendant be duly served and cited to appear and answer this Petition;
1. That after due proceedings, there be judgment in favor of plaintiff and against defendant for $[TOTAL AMOUNT DUE];
1. Together with judicial interest from date of judicial demand until paid;
1. Together with attorney's fees of $[AMOUNT] [if lease provides];
1. For all costs of these proceedings and for all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[LANDLORD'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Plaintiff
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition for Rent and Damages, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
PLEASE SERVE DEFENDANT:
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
[RESPONDENT'S FULL ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
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