PETITION ON CONTRACT / FOR MONEY OWED
(Breach of Contract — General Suit)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS FORM DOES
This is the general petition for breach of contract or money owed that doesn't fit one of the more specific categories (open account, promissory note, rent). Use it when you have a contract — written or oral — that the other party has breached by failing to pay or perform, and you want money damages.
Can also be used for quasi-contract claims (unjust enrichment) where no formal contract exists but the defendant received a benefit that should be returned.
ELEMENTS TO ALLEGE
1. Existence of the contract (written or oral)
1. The material terms relevant to your claim
1. Plaintiff's performance (or excused non-performance)
1. Defendant's breach (specific act or omission)
1. Damages suffered by plaintiff as a result of the breach
1. Any mitigation of damages by plaintiff
WRITTEN VS. ORAL CONTRACTS
Louisiana generally enforces both written and oral contracts. Oral contracts can be harder to prove — you'll need corroborating evidence (emails, texts, witnesses, conduct consistent with the agreement). For amounts over $500, Louisiana requires a writing OR one witness plus corroborating circumstances (La. C.C. art. 1846).
PRESCRIPTION
Most contract actions prescribe in 10 years for written contracts and 10 years for oral personal actions (La. C.C. arts. 3499, 3500). Some specific contract types have shorter prescriptive periods (e.g., 3 years for unpaid wages).
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


[COURT NAME]
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
[PLAINTIFF'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Plaintiff
VERSUS
[DEFENDANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Defendant
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION FOR BREACH OF CONTRACT
(La. Civil Code art. 1983 et seq.)
NOW INTO COURT, appearing [in proper person / through undersigned counsel], comes [PLAINTIFF'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who respectfully represents:
1.
Plaintiff is [describe]. Made defendant is [DEFENDANT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], domiciled at [ADDRESS].
2.
On or about [DATE], plaintiff and defendant entered into [a written / an oral] contract. [IF WRITTEN: A true copy is attached as Exhibit A. IF ORAL: The material terms are set forth below.]
3.
MATERIAL TERMS:
The contract obligated plaintiff to [DESCRIBE PLAINTIFF'S OBLIGATIONS], and obligated defendant to [DESCRIBE DEFENDANT'S OBLIGATIONS — including specific payment amounts, dates, methods].
4.
Plaintiff performed all of plaintiff's obligations under the contract, [describe — e.g., 'delivered the goods ordered on [DATE]'; 'completed the contracted services by [DATE]'; 'paid the required deposit of $__'].
5.
DEFENDANT'S BREACH:
Defendant breached the contract by [DESCRIBE SPECIFIC BREACH — e.g., 'failing to pay the agreed price of $___ by the due date of [DATE]'; 'failing to deliver the goods by [DATE]'; 'performing the services in a materially defective manner']. Despite demand, defendant has failed and refused to cure the breach.
6.
DAMAGES:
Direct damages: $_______________________ (describe: ________________________________________)
Consequential damages (if foreseeable): $_______________________
Costs of mitigation: $_______________________
TOTAL DAMAGES: $_______________________
7.
Plaintiff has used reasonable efforts to mitigate damages. [Describe mitigation: e.g., 'plaintiff sought alternative buyers and obtained $X for the resale of the goods.']
8.
This action is timely filed within the applicable prescriptive period under La. Civil Code arts. 3499-3500.
WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays:
1. That defendant be duly served and cited to appear and answer this Petition;
1. That after due proceedings, there be judgment in favor of plaintiff and against defendant in the amount of $[TOTAL DAMAGES];
1. Together with judicial interest from date of judicial demand until paid;
1. For all costs of these proceedings and for all general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PLAINTIFF'S FULL LEGAL NAME], Plaintiff
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition for Breach of Contract, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
PLEASE SERVE DEFENDANT:
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
[RESPONDENT'S FULL ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
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