PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
(Adult — La. R.S. 13:4751–4755)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS FORM DOES
This petition asks the court to change your legal name. Once granted, the judgment is used to update your driver's license, Social Security records, birth certificate, and other official documents. Louisiana adult name changes are handled by the district court in the parish where you are domiciled.
ELIGIBILITY
1. You must be at least 18 years old (minors use a different procedure)
1. You must be domiciled in Louisiana
1. You must not have any intent to defraud creditors or evade criminal process
1. You must disclose any prior felony convictions in the petition
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
1. Certified copy of your birth certificate
1. Certified copy of any prior name change decree (if applicable)
1. If married: information about your spouse
1. If you have children: information about your children
1. Filing fee OR IFP affidavit
1. Proof that you have been notified of the need to serve the District Attorney (R.S. 13:4753)
CRIMINAL HISTORY DISCLOSURE IS MANDATORY
La. R.S. 13:4751(B) and 4752(C) require you to disclose prior felony convictions. Failure to do so can result in denial and may be treated as fraud on the court. If you have a felony conviction, you must list it in the petition — the court will generally still grant the name change if there is no fraudulent purpose, but concealment is fatal.
PROCEDURE
1. File the verified petition and pay the filing fee (or file IFP)
1. The District Attorney must be served under R.S. 13:4753
1. In some parishes, publication of notice may be required — check local rule
1. The court may hold a hearing (often waived if no opposition)
1. Upon granting, the court signs a Judgment. Obtain certified copies to update other records
IF YOU NEED HELP
1. Southeast Louisiana Legal Services: 1-877-521-6242
1. Acadiana Legal Service Corp.: 1-800-256-1175
1. Louisiana Civil Justice Center: 1-800-310-7029
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
In re: Name Change of [CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
(Ex Parte — with notice to District Attorney)
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
(La. R.S. 13:4751–4755)
NOW INTO COURT, appearing in proper person or through undersigned counsel, comes [CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME], a person of the full age of majority, who respectfully petitions this Honorable Court for a change of name and, in support thereof, states:
1.
Petitioner is a person of the full age of majority, born on [DATE OF BIRTH] in [CITY/STATE OF BIRTH]. A certified copy of petitioner's birth certificate is attached as Exhibit A.
2.
Petitioner has been domiciled in [PARISH] Parish, Louisiana, since [DATE]. Petitioner's current address is [ADDRESS].
3.
Petitioner's current full legal name is [CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME].
4.
Petitioner desires to change [his/her] name to [DESIRED FULL LEGAL NAME].
5.
REASON FOR THE NAME CHANGE:
[DESCRIBE THE REASON — e.g., long-standing use of a preferred name; desire to align name with gender identity; desire to resume maiden name; desire to carry family name; other personal reason].
6.
This petition is made in good faith and not for the purpose of defrauding any person, evading any obligation, or avoiding criminal process.
7.
CRIMINAL HISTORY DISCLOSURE:
☐ Petitioner has NEVER been convicted of any felony.
☐ Petitioner HAS been convicted of the following felony or felonies (provide details: court, docket number, offense, date of conviction, disposition, completion of sentence):
________________________________________
________________________________________
8.
MARITAL STATUS (check one):
☐ Petitioner is SINGLE / unmarried.
☐ Petitioner is MARRIED to [SPOUSE'S FULL LEGAL NAME], whose consent is [attached as Exhibit B / not required because [REASON]].
☐ Petitioner is DIVORCED from [FORMER SPOUSE].
9.
Petitioner [has / does not have] minor children. [IF HAS CHILDREN: the children are [NAMES and DATES OF BIRTH]; the other parent is [NAME], whose consent is [attached as Exhibit C / not required for the reasons set forth herein].]
10.
Petitioner has caused notice of this petition to be served upon the District Attorney for the [NUMBER] Judicial District, as required by La. R.S. 13:4753. A copy of the service/acknowledgment is attached as Exhibit D.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays:
1. That, after due proceedings, there be judgment in favor of petitioner CHANGING petitioner's legal name from [CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME] to [DESIRED FULL LEGAL NAME];
1. That the Clerk of Court cause a certified copy of the judgment to be delivered to petitioner, and to be recorded in the appropriate records as required by law;
1. That petitioner's birth certificate be amended to reflect the new name;
1. For all costs waived or taxed as the Court may order;
1. For all other general and equitable relief.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME], Petitioner
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition to Change Name, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[CURRENT FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
Prepared for self-represented litigants — Louisiana self-help form — Page  of 
