AUTHENTIC ACT OF PROVISIONAL CUSTODY BY MANDATE
(Temporary Caregiving Authority for a Minor — La. R.S. 9:951 et seq.)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS FORM DOES
Louisiana's Provisional Custody by Mandate (PCM) allows a parent or legal tutor of a minor child to DESIGNATE another adult (usually a grandparent, aunt/uncle, older sibling, or close family friend) to temporarily exercise caregiving authority — including making medical and educational decisions — for up to ONE YEAR, without going to court.
A PCM is a NOTARIAL ACT signed by the parent(s) and accepted by the mandatary (the caregiver). Once executed, it gives the caregiver legal standing to consent to medical care, enroll the child in school, and handle day-to-day decisions while the parent is unavailable.
COMMON SITUATIONS FOR A PCM
1. Parent is deployed on military duty
1. Parent is undergoing extended medical treatment
1. Parent is incarcerated
1. Parent is traveling or working out of state for extended period
1. Parent is in substance-abuse treatment
1. Child is staying with grandparent during a family crisis
1. Parent is unable to exercise parental authority for any other good reason
KEY ADVANTAGES OF A PCM
Unlike a formal custody order, a PCM:
• Is executed between the parties before a notary — NO court filing required
• Becomes effective immediately upon execution and acceptance
• Costs almost nothing (just the notary fee)
• Can be revoked at any time by the parent
• Automatically expires in one year unless renewed
• Does not terminate or modify the parent's legal rights
WHAT THE MANDATARY CAN DO
1. Consent to routine and emergency medical and dental care for the child
1. Enroll the child in school and communicate with educators
1. Sign school permission slips, field trip forms, and similar documents
1. Authorize participation in extracurricular and religious activities
1. Obtain the child's medical records
1. Apply for government benefits on the child's behalf (Medicaid, SNAP, etc.)
1. Provide shelter, food, clothing, and transportation
WHAT THE MANDATARY CANNOT DO
1. Consent to the child's marriage
1. Consent to the child's adoption by anyone else
1. Authorize abortion or sterilization (parental consent required)
1. Authorize removal of the child from the United States without additional parental consent
1. Authorize the child to enlist in the armed forces
1. Act contrary to explicit instructions in the mandate itself
BOTH PARENTS SHOULD SIGN
If both parents have legal custody (the usual case for unmarried parents who have been adjudicated as joint custodians, and for married parents), BOTH should sign the mandate. A mandate signed by only one custodial parent is vulnerable to challenge by the non-signing parent and may be insufficient for some purposes (particularly medical consent at hospitals). If the other parent is unavailable, unknown, deceased, or has had parental rights terminated, document this in the mandate itself.
RENEWAL AND REVOCATION
A PCM expires automatically after one year (La. R.S. 9:953). To extend beyond one year, execute a new mandate. There is no limit on the number of successive mandates.
A parent can revoke the PCM at any time by executing a written revocation and delivering it to the mandatary and any institutions relying on the mandate (school, doctor, etc.). A revocation form should also be notarized for clarity.
WHEN YOU NEED COURT INSTEAD
Use a court order rather than a PCM when:
• You need caregiving authority longer than one year with no parental cooperation
• You need authority to make major decisions against a parent's wishes
• The child's situation requires formal custody adjudication (CPS involvement, abuse/neglect history)
• You need the caregiver relationship to be a matter of public record (e.g., for Social Security/SSI survivor benefits)
• The parent is refusing to cooperate with an informal arrangement
For these, consider a Petition to Establish Custody (Category 02) or, in urgent cases, an Ex Parte Order of Temporary Custody.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE


AUTHENTIC ACT OF PROVISIONAL CUSTODY BY MANDATE
(La. R.S. 9:951 et seq.)
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BE IT KNOWN that on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___, before me, the undersigned Notary Public, and in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared:
PARENT / MANDATOR (first parent):
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________
Address: ________________________________________
Relationship to child: ☐ Mother  ☐ Father  ☐ Legal Tutor  ☐ Adoptive parent
Telephone: ________________________________________
SECOND PARENT / MANDATOR (if applicable):
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________
Address: ________________________________________
Relationship to child: ☐ Mother  ☐ Father  ☐ Legal Tutor
Telephone: ________________________________________
IF ONLY ONE PARENT IS SIGNING — STATUS OF OTHER PARENT:
☐ Deceased (date of death: _______________________)
☐ Parental rights terminated (court and date: _______________________)
☐ Sole legal custody awarded to signing parent (court and date: _______________________)
☐ Unknown / cannot be located after diligent search
☐ Never established paternity / not listed on birth certificate
☐ Other (describe): ________________________________________
CHILD(REN) SUBJECT TO THIS MANDATE:
(List each minor child — add additional rows as needed)
Child 1 full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Sex: _______________________
Current address / residence: ________________________________________
Child 2 full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Sex: _______________________
Current address / residence: ________________________________________
Child 3 full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________   Sex: _______________________
Current address / residence: ________________________________________
MANDATARY (CAREGIVER) APPOINTED UNDER THIS MANDATE:
Full legal name: ________________________________________
Date of birth: _______________________
Relationship to child(ren): ________________________________________
Address where child(ren) will reside: ________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________
Email: _______________________
REASON FOR THIS MANDATE:
The mandator(s) designate the mandatary to exercise provisional custody because the mandator(s) are temporarily unable to exercise parental authority due to:
☐ Military deployment / service
☐ Extended medical treatment / hospitalization
☐ Incarceration
☐ Extended work or travel away from the home
☐ Substance-abuse or mental-health treatment
☐ Family emergency / crisis
☐ Other (describe): ________________________________________
POWERS GRANTED TO MANDATARY:
The mandator(s) grant the mandatary full authority to exercise provisional custody of the child(ren) identified above for the duration of this mandate, including but not limited to:
1. Providing shelter, food, clothing, transportation, and daily care
2. Consenting to routine and emergency medical, dental, mental health, and vision care
3. Obtaining medical records and discussing care with healthcare providers
4. Enrolling the child(ren) in school and communicating with school officials
5. Signing permission slips, field trip forms, and other school documents
6. Authorizing participation in extracurricular, religious, and recreational activities
7. Applying for and receiving government benefits (Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, etc.) on the child(ren)'s behalf
8. Such other powers as are necessary for the ordinary care and welfare of the child(ren)
LIMITATIONS:
The mandatary shall NOT:
• Consent to the child(ren)'s marriage, adoption, or abortion
• Authorize the child(ren)'s enlistment in any armed forces
• Relocate the child(ren) outside the United States without additional written parental consent
• Act contrary to the specific written instructions of the mandator(s) set forth below
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS (optional):
________________________________________
________________________________________
DURATION AND EXPIRATION:
Effective date: _______________________
Expires: _______________________ (not later than one year from effective date, per La. R.S. 9:953)
This mandate may be revoked by either mandator at any time by written notice to the mandatary.
SIGNATURES
FIRST PARENT / MANDATOR:
________________________________________
[FIRST PARENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
SECOND PARENT / MANDATOR (if applicable):
________________________________________
[SECOND PARENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
ACCEPTANCE BY MANDATARY:
I, the undersigned mandatary, hereby ACCEPT the powers granted by this mandate and agree to exercise those powers in the best interests of the child(ren) identified above, in accordance with the law and any special instructions of the mandator(s).
________________________________________
[MANDATARY'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
WITNESSES:
________________________________________         ________________________________________
Witness 1 (printed: _______________________)     Witness 2 (printed: _______________________)
NOTARY PUBLIC:
________________________________________
[NOTARY'S PRINTED NAME]
Notary No.: _______________________
My commission expires: [LIFE / _______________________]
KEEP THE ORIGINAL IN A SAFE PLACE. GIVE COPIES TO: THE MANDATARY, THE CHILD(REN)'S SCHOOL, AND THE CHILD(REN)'S PHYSICIAN.
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