ROOMMATE AGREEMENT
Private Contract for Shared Rental Housing
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS IS
A Roommate Agreement is a private written contract between people who share rental housing. It does NOT replace your lease with the landlord — that contract is between all tenants and the landlord. Instead, this agreement governs the internal relationship among roommates: who pays what, who cleans what, who keeps what.
Most disputes between roommates could be prevented with a written agreement. Courts will enforce roommate agreements as contracts — but only if they exist and are clear.
WHY YOU NEED THIS
1. Clarifies each roommate's share of rent and utilities
1. Establishes cleaning, quiet hours, and shared-space rules
1. Protects your share of the security deposit when a roommate moves out
1. Sets expectations for guests, smoking, and pets
1. Specifies what happens if someone wants to leave early
1. Provides leverage if a roommate stops paying or violates rules
WHAT THIS DOES NOT DO
This agreement does NOT replace your lease. Your obligations to the landlord (rent, damages, rule compliance) continue regardless. If a roommate breaks their promise to pay rent, YOU are still liable to the landlord — but you can then sue the roommate for breach of this agreement.
Louisiana law generally makes co-tenants SOLIDARILY LIABLE to the landlord (each is responsible for the whole). This agreement allocates responsibility INTERNALLY, but doesn't limit what the landlord can collect from any one of you.
BEST PRACTICES
1. Have EVERY adult roommate sign. Changes should be signed by all.
1. Get it notarized if you can — this strengthens enforceability.
1. Keep a copy in a safe place (scan and email yourself).
1. Review it annually or when circumstances change.
1. If a roommate moves out, sign a signed modification that documents departure date and financial settlement.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE




DOCUMENT 1 OF 1
ROOMMATE AGREEMENT
ROOMMATE AGREEMENT
This Roommate Agreement is entered into on [DATE] by and between:
Roommate #1: ________________________________________
Roommate #2: ________________________________________
Roommate #3: ________________________________________
(collectively "Roommates") who share rental housing as tenants at:
Address: ________________________________________
Landlord: ________________________________________
1. TERM
This Agreement begins on [DATE] and continues until [DATE or end of lease], unless terminated earlier under paragraph 10.
2. RENT
Total monthly rent to landlord: $_______________________
Rent shall be paid by Roommates as follows:
• Roommate #1 monthly share: $_______________________
• Roommate #2 monthly share: $_______________________
• Roommate #3 monthly share: $_______________________
Method of payment: ☐ Each pays landlord directly ☐ One roommate collects and pays: _______________________
Due date: _______________________ of each month. Late payments owed to the other roommates: $_______________________ per day.
3. SECURITY DEPOSIT
Total deposit to landlord: $_______________________
Each roommate contributed: 
• Roommate #1: $_______________________
• Roommate #2: $_______________________
• Roommate #3: $_______________________
When the landlord returns the deposit, each roommate receives their contribution back, less their proportional share of any deductions CAUSED BY THAT ROOMMATE. General deductions not attributable to one roommate are split equally.
4. UTILITIES
Electricity: Account in _______________________'s name; split equally / as follows: _______________________
Gas: Account in _______________________'s name; split: _______________________
Water: _______________________
Internet: _______________________
Trash: _______________________
Streaming / shared services: _______________________
5. GROCERIES AND HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Shared groceries: ☐ Yes, split _______________________ ☐ No, each person buys their own
Household supplies (toilet paper, cleaning products): split _______________________
Off-limits food items: ________________________________________
6. CHORES AND CLEANING
Shared areas (kitchen, bathroom, living room): ________________________________________
Cleaning schedule: ________________________________________
Each roommate is responsible for their own bedroom.
7. GUESTS AND OVERNIGHT VISITORS
Overnight guests allowed: ☐ Yes ☐ With advance notice ☐ No
Maximum consecutive nights: _______________________
Maximum nights per month: _______________________
Guests contributing to rent/utilities if stay exceeds _______________________ nights: _______________________
8. QUIET HOURS / NOISE
Quiet hours: _______________________ to _______________________
Study / work requirements: ________________________________________
Musical instruments / loud activities: ________________________________________
9. SMOKING, DRUGS, PETS
Smoking: ☐ No, anywhere ☐ Outdoors only ☐ In designated areas
Alcohol: ________________________________________
Illegal drugs: strictly prohibited (protects all roommates from lease violation)
Pets: ☐ Existing pets allowed: _______________________ ☐ No new pets without unanimous consent
10. MOVING OUT EARLY
If a roommate wishes to move out before the lease ends, they must:
(a) Give at least _______________________ days' written notice to the other roommates.
(b) Continue paying their share of rent until a replacement roommate is found OR for _______________________ days, whichever is sooner.
(c) Cooperate reasonably in finding a replacement roommate, subject to the remaining roommates' approval.
(d) Receive their portion of the security deposit only when the landlord releases it, minus any damages attributable to them.
11. DISPUTE RESOLUTION
If disputes arise, the Roommates will attempt to resolve them through house meeting first. If unresolved, the parties may seek mediation or, as a last resort, file a small claims action. This Agreement is enforceable as a contract under Louisiana law.
12. SIGNATURES
Each Roommate has read, understood, and voluntarily agrees to this Roommate Agreement.
________________________________________  Date: _______________
ROOMMATE #1 — Printed Name: ________________________________________
________________________________________  Date: _______________
ROOMMATE #2 — Printed Name: ________________________________________
________________________________________  Date: _______________
ROOMMATE #3 — Printed Name: ________________________________________
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