RULE FOR CONTEMPT — FAILURE TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT
Enforcement of Child Support Order — La. C.C.P. art. 224; La. R.S. 9:315.30 et seq.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS PLEADING DOES
A Rule for Contempt is the primary tool for enforcing a child support order in Louisiana. When the obligor (the parent ordered to pay) has failed to pay, the obligee (the parent receiving support) can file this rule to have the obligor brought into court to explain why they have not complied.
If the court finds the obligor in contempt, it can impose: incarceration up to 6 months; a fine up to $500; wage garnishment / income assignment; suspension of drivers, professional, and recreational licenses; interception of tax refunds; reporting to credit bureaus; and payment of the obligee's attorney fees and costs.
CIVIL vs. CRIMINAL CONTEMPT
This form is for CIVIL CONTEMPT — designed to coerce payment, not punish. The obligor can "purge" the contempt by paying arrears. Civil contempt requires that the obligor have the ABILITY to pay but willfully refuses. If the obligor truly cannot pay, the court should consider modification rather than punishment.
DOCUMENTS TO ATTACH AND BRING
1. Certified copy of the support order
1. DCFS payment ledger or bank records showing missed payments
1. Written communications with obligor about missed payments
1. Proof of hardship caused by missed payments
ALTERNATIVE REMEDIES
1. DCFS Child Support Enforcement: 1-888-524-3578 (free collection services)
1. Direct income assignment order
1. Bank account / tax refund garnishment
1. Driver and professional license suspension under La. R.S. 9:315.32
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE




DOCUMENT 1 OF 1
RULE FOR CONTEMPT
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
DOCKET NO.: _______________________           DIVISION "___"
_________________________________________________________
[MOVER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
versus
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
_________________________________________________________
RULE FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT FOR FAILURE TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT
NOW INTO COURT comes [MOVER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] ("Mover"), appearing [in proper person / through undersigned counsel], who respectfully moves this Honorable Court to hold [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME] ("Respondent") in contempt of this Court's prior order awarding child support, and in support thereof represents:
1.
The parties are the parents of the following minor child(ren):
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
• [CHILD'S FULL NAME], born _______________________
2.
On [DATE OF SUPPORT ORDER], this Court rendered judgment ordering Respondent to pay child support in the amount of $_______________________ per [month / pay period], payable to [Mover directly / DCFS / Clerk of Court]. A certified copy of that order is attached as EXHIBIT A.
3.
In addition to the base support obligation, the Court's order required Respondent to (check all that apply):
☐ Maintain health insurance for the child(ren);
☐ Pay _______________________% of uninsured medical/dental expenses;
☐ Pay _______________________% of childcare expenses;
☐ Provide annual income documentation;
☐ Other: ________________________________________
4.
Respondent has failed to comply with this Court's order. Specifically:
Last full support payment made: _______________________
Number of payments missed or partial: _______________________
Total current arrearage: $_______________________
Unreimbursed medical expenses owed: $_______________________
Unreimbursed childcare owed: $_______________________
TOTAL AMOUNT IN ARREARS: $_______________________
5.
A detailed payment history showing amounts due, amounts paid, and the arrearage calculation is attached as EXHIBIT B.
6.
Upon information and belief, Respondent has the present ability to comply with this Court's order. Respondent is [employed by _______________________ / self-employed as _______________________] with approximate income of $_______________________ per [month/year]. Respondent's failure to pay is WILLFUL and without just cause.
7.
Mover has made demands upon Respondent for payment. Respondent has [failed to respond / made excuses / promised to pay but has not / ignored the demands].
8.
As a result of Respondent's failure to pay, Mover has been forced to: ________________________________________
9.
Respondent's conduct constitutes CONSTRUCTIVE CONTEMPT OF COURT under La. C.C.P. art. 224(2), as Respondent is willfully disobeying a lawful order of this Court.
10.
Mover is entitled to recovery of attorney's fees, costs, and all enforcement remedies available under La. R.S. 9:315.30 et seq. and La. R.S. 13:4611.
WHEREFORE, Mover prays:
(1) That this Rule issue directing Respondent to appear and show cause why Respondent should not be held in contempt of court;
(2) That after hearing, Respondent be adjudged GUILTY OF CONTEMPT OF COURT;
(3) That judgment be rendered in favor of Mover for the full arrearage of $_______________________, made executory;
(4) That Respondent be ORDERED TO PAY the arrearage in full within a time fixed by the Court;
(5) That Respondent be committed to the parish jail for up to six (6) months, with purge conditions;
(6) That the Court order an INCOME ASSIGNMENT directing Respondent's employer(s) to deduct support directly from Respondent's pay;
(7) That the Court order SUSPENSION of Respondent's driver's, professional, and recreational licenses under La. R.S. 9:315.32 et seq.;
(8) That Mover recover REASONABLE ATTORNEY'S FEES and costs;
(9) For LEGAL INTEREST on all past-due amounts from the date each payment was due;
(10) For all such other and further relief as this Court deems just and equitable.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[MOVER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Mover, In Proper Person
[STREET ADDRESS]
[PHONE / EMAIL]


ORDER
Considering the foregoing Rule for Contempt;
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that [RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME] appear in this Court on the ____ day of _______________, 20____, at __________ ____.m., and show cause why Respondent should not be held in contempt of court for failure to pay child support, and why all relief prayed for should not be granted.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent be served with a copy of the Rule and this Order in accordance with law.
[CITY], Louisiana, this _____ day of _________________, 20____.
________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
PLEASE SERVE:
[RESPONDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
[RESPONDENT'S STREET ADDRESS]
(By domiciliary or personal service)
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