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Free Louisiana Legal Forms — accesstojusticela.org
PRE-SUIT DEMAND LETTER
SECURITY DEPOSIT — LA. R.S. 9:3251-3254

[Tenant Name]
[Tenant Current Address]
[City, Louisiana ZIP]

[Date]

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
AND REGULAR FIRST-CLASS MAIL

[Landlord Name]
[Landlord Address]
[City, State ZIP]

RE:  Demand for Return of Security Deposit
     Rental Property: [Property Address]
     Lease Term Ended: [Date]

Dear [Landlord Name]:

I am writing pursuant to La. R.S. 9:3251-3254 to demand the return of my security deposit in connection with my tenancy at the above-referenced rental property.

The relevant facts are as follows:

1.	I rented the above premises from you beginning _______________, 20____, and my tenancy ended on _______________, 20____.
2.	At the beginning of the tenancy, I paid you a security deposit of $_______________.
3.	I vacated the premises on _______________, 20____. I returned the keys / gave notice of vacation in writing [SELECT ONE].
4.	I provided you with my forwarding address at _______________________________________________ on _______________, 20____, in writing.
5.	More than thirty (30) days have passed since I vacated the premises and provided my forwarding address. To date, I have [NOT RECEIVED / RECEIVED ONLY $______ OF — STRIKE ONE] my security deposit.
6.	You have not provided me with an itemized written statement accounting for any portion of the deposit retained, as required by La. R.S. 9:3251.

Under La. R.S. 9:3251, you are required to return the deposit within one month of the lease termination, less any itemized deductions for unpaid rent or damages beyond normal wear and tear. Your failure to comply entitles me to recover, under La. R.S. 9:3252(A), the full amount of the deposit OR $300.00 OR twice the amount of the deposit, whichever is greater, plus reasonable attorney fees and court costs if I am required to sue to recover the deposit.

DEMAND IS HEREBY MADE that you return the full amount of $_______________, representing my security deposit, within fifteen (15) days of your receipt of this letter. If I have not received full payment within that time, I will initiate legal proceedings to recover the deposit, statutory damages, and attorney fees and court costs, all without further notice.

I trust you will comply with this demand and avoid the need for litigation.

Sincerely,


_____________________________________________
[Tenant Name]

Enclosures: Copy of lease (if available); copy of any communications regarding deposit
cc: File

	[TENANT NAME, ALL CAPS]
VERSUS
[LANDLORD NAME, ALL CAPS]
	__TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF _______________
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NO. _______________
DIVISION _____



PETITION FOR RETURN OF SECURITY DEPOSIT,
STATUTORY DAMAGES, AND ATTORNEY FEES
(LA. R.S. 9:3251-3254)

NOW INTO COURT comes Plaintiff, [TENANT NAME], who, appearing on his/her own behalf, respectfully represents:

1.	Plaintiff is a person of the full age of majority, domiciled in the Parish of _______________, State of Louisiana.
2.	Defendant, [LANDLORD NAME], is a person of the full age of majority / a corporation authorized to do and doing business in the Parish of _______________, State of Louisiana.
3.	Defendant is the owner / authorized lessor of the rental property located at _______________________________________________ (the "Premises").
4.	On or about _______________, 20____, Plaintiff and Defendant entered into a lease agreement pursuant to which Plaintiff rented the Premises from Defendant.
5.	At the inception of the lease, Plaintiff paid Defendant a security deposit in the amount of $_______________.
6.	Plaintiff vacated the Premises on or about _______________, 20____, and returned possession of the Premises to Defendant.
7.	Plaintiff complied with all obligations under the lease, including giving timely written notice of vacating and providing Defendant with a written forwarding address on _______________, 20____.
8.	More than thirty (30) days have elapsed since Plaintiff vacated the Premises and provided a forwarding address. Defendant has failed to return the security deposit and has failed to provide Plaintiff with an itemized written statement accounting for any deductions, as required by La. R.S. 9:3251.
9.	By certified letter dated _______________, 20____, Plaintiff made pre-suit written demand upon Defendant for return of the security deposit. A copy of said demand letter is attached hereto as Exhibit "A". Defendant has failed or refused to return the deposit.
10.	Defendant's failure to return the security deposit was willful, and Plaintiff is entitled to recover, pursuant to La. R.S. 9:3252(A), the greater of $300.00 OR twice the amount of the deposit wrongfully withheld, together with reasonable attorney fees and court costs.
11.	Plaintiff is also entitled to legal interest from the date of judicial demand pursuant to La. C.C. art. 2000 and La. R.S. 13:4202.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that:

A.	Defendant be duly cited and served with a copy of this Petition;
B.	After due proceedings, judgment be rendered in favor of Plaintiff and against Defendant awarding (i) the full amount of the security deposit of $_______________; (ii) statutory damages in the amount of $_______________ (the greater of $300.00 or twice the deposit); (iii) reasonable attorney fees and court costs; and (iv) legal interest from the date of judicial demand until paid; and
C.	Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief to which she/he may be entitled.

Respectfully submitted,


_____________________________________________
[Print name]

_____________________________________________
[Address]
_____________________________________________
[City, State ZIP]
_____________________________________________
[Phone]
Plaintiff, Pro Se

VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, personally came and appeared PLAINTIFF, who after being duly sworn, deposed and stated that he/she is the plaintiff in the above-captioned matter; that he/she has read the foregoing Petition; and that all allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of his/her knowledge, information, and belief.


_____________________________________________
PLAINTIFF

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, Notary Public, this ______ day of _______________, 20____.


_____________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________________
Bar / Notary ID No.: _________________________
My Commission is: [ ] For Life   [ ] Expires: ______________

PLEASE SERVE

Defendant:

[LANDLORD'S FULL NAME]
[LANDLORD'S ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
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