SUCCESSION WITH INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
Complete 10-Document Packet — La. C.C.P. arts. 3081-3099
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS PACKET IS
This packet is for a Louisiana succession that requires or benefits from ADMINISTRATION — meaning an Independent Administrator (or Executor for testate successions) is appointed to marshal assets, pay debts and claims, handle litigation, and manage the estate through to closure. Independent administration (C.C.P. arts. 3396.1-3396.20) is the streamlined version available when either (1) the will authorizes independent administration or (2) all heirs/legatees consent in writing.
Use this packet when the estate has debts to pay, claims to resolve, assets to sell or manage, or litigation to prosecute or defend. For simple estates with no debts and cooperative heirs, use the Petition for Possession (testate or intestate) from the Successions category instead — administration is unnecessary overhead.
DOCUMENTS IN THIS PACKET
1. Petition to Open Succession and for Appointment of Independent Administrator/Executor
1. Affidavit of Death and Heirship
1. Sworn Detailed Descriptive List of Assets and Liabilities (C.C.P. art. 3136)
1. Oath of Independent Administrator/Executor (C.C.P. arts. 3158-3159)
1. Order Appointing Independent Administrator/Executor and Issuing Letters
1. Letters of Independent Administration/Testamentary
1. Consent to Independent Administration (heirs'/legatees' consent where will does not authorize)
1. Notice to Creditors (C.C.P. art. 3301 publication)
1. Tableau of Distribution (C.C.P. art. 3303)
1. Final Accounting and Petition for Discharge (C.C.P. arts. 3331-3337)
KEY DEADLINES & REQUIREMENTS
1. Inheritance tax waiver not required (Louisiana inheritance tax was abolished in 2008)
1. Federal estate tax return (Form 706) required only if gross estate exceeds the federal exemption ($13.99M in 2025)
1. Notice to creditors published in a newspaper of general circulation in the parish (C.C.P. art. 3301)
1. Tableau of Distribution must be filed for homologation before any final distribution
1. Succession representative must file sworn detailed descriptive list within the delay fixed by the court
INDEPENDENT vs. REGULAR ADMINISTRATION
INDEPENDENT administration (C.C.P. art. 3396.1-3396.20) allows the administrator to act WITHOUT court approval for most actions — selling assets, paying claims, litigating — which saves time and fees. Available when the will provides for it OR when all heirs/legatees consent in writing.
REGULAR administration requires court approval for most actions via rule or contradictory motion. Use only when independent administration is unavailable or contested.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE
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PETITION TO OPEN SUCCESSION AND FOR APPOINTMENT
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
PETITION TO OPEN SUCCESSION AND FOR APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR/EXECUTOR
(La. C.C.P. arts. 2811, 3081-3099, 3396.1-3396.20)
NOW INTO COURT comes [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME] (the "Petitioner"), who respectfully represents:
1.
[DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME] (the "Decedent") died on [DATE OF DEATH] in [CITY/PARISH OF DEATH], Louisiana. A certified copy of the death certificate is attached as EXHIBIT A.
2.
At the time of death, the Decedent was domiciled in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, giving this Court venue under La. C.C.P. art. 2811.
3.
TESTAMENTARY STATUS (check one):
☐ TESTATE — Decedent left a Last Will and Testament dated [DATE OF WILL]. A certified copy of the will, or the original if available, is attached as EXHIBIT B. The will names [EXECUTOR'S NAME] as Executor and [authorizes / does not authorize] independent administration.
☐ INTESTATE — Decedent died without a valid Last Will and Testament.
4.
HEIRS AND LEGATEES (list all, with relationship, address, and share):
1. Name: ________________________________________
   Relationship: _______________________   Share: _______________________
   Address: ________________________________________
2. Name: ________________________________________
   Relationship: _______________________   Share: _______________________
   Address: ________________________________________
3. Name: ________________________________________
   Relationship: _______________________   Share: _______________________
   Address: ________________________________________
4. Name: ________________________________________
   Relationship: _______________________   Share: _______________________
   Address: ________________________________________
5.
Petitioner requests appointment as Independent [Administrator (intestate) / Executor (testate with independent authority) / Executor with consent of all legatees (testate without independent authority)] of the Succession.
6.
The estate consists of property requiring administration. A Sworn Detailed Descriptive List pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 3136 is being filed separately, or will be filed within the delay fixed by this Court. The estate's gross value is approximately $[ESTIMATED VALUE].
7.
Petitioner is a person of full age, has the capacity to serve, and is not disqualified under La. C.C.P. art. 3097. Petitioner will furnish such security as the Court may require, or requests that security be waived under La. C.C.P. art. 3152 if all heirs consent.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays:
1. That this petition be filed and the Succession of [DECEDENT'S NAME] be formally OPENED in this Court;
1. That the Last Will and Testament attached hereto (if testate) be PROBATED and admitted to probate;
1. That Petitioner be APPOINTED Independent [Administrator/Executor] of the Succession, with Letters of Independent [Administration/Testamentary] to issue upon oath;
1. That the Court authorize INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION pursuant to La. C.C.P. arts. 3396.1-3396.20;
1. That [security be waived / the bond be fixed at $____];
1. For all other orders necessary and proper.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S NAME], Petitioner
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Petition, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
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AFFIDAVIT OF DEATH AND HEIRSHIP
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
AFFIDAVIT OF DEATH, DOMICILE, AND HEIRSHIP
(La. C.C.P. art. 2821; La. R.S. 9:2721)
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF _______________________
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public and two competent witnesses, personally came [AFFIANT 1] and [AFFIANT 2], both of the full age of majority, who declared as follows:
1.
Affiants personally knew [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME] for at least [NUMBER] years prior to death and are competent to testify to the facts stated herein.
2.
[DECEDENT'S NAME] died on [DATE OF DEATH] in [CITY/PARISH, STATE]. Decedent was [married to / divorced from / widowed from / never married to] [SPOUSE'S NAME, if applicable] at the time of death.
3.
At the time of death, Decedent was domiciled in [PARISH NAME] Parish, Louisiana, having resided there for [NUMBER] years.
4.
Decedent was survived by the following heirs:
1. ________________________________________, _______________________ (relationship)
2. ________________________________________, _______________________
3. ________________________________________, _______________________
4. ________________________________________, _______________________
5.
Decedent had no other children — natural, adopted, legitimate, or illegitimate — other than those listed above, and none are predeceased by descendants other than as indicated.
________________________________________
Affiant 1
________________________________________
Affiant 2
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
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SWORN DETAILED DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
SWORN DETAILED DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
(La. C.C.P. art. 3136)
[PETITIONER/ADMINISTRATOR'S NAME], succession representative, submits the following Sworn Detailed Descriptive List of all assets and liabilities of the Succession pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 3136:
I. ASSETS (listed at fair market value as of date of death):
A. Immovable Property:
1. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
2. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
3. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
B. Movable Property / Tangible Personal Property:
1. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
2. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
3. Description: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
C. Bank Accounts, Investments, and Financial Assets:
1. Institution / account: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
2. Institution / account: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
3. Institution / account: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
D. Vehicles:
1. Year/Make/Model/VIN: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
2. Year/Make/Model/VIN: ________________________________________  Value: $_______________________
TOTAL ASSETS:  $_______________________
II. LIABILITIES (as of date of death):
1. Creditor: ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
2. Creditor: ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
3. Creditor: ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
4. Creditor: ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
TOTAL LIABILITIES:  $_______________________
III. NET VALUE OF ESTATE (Assets − Liabilities):  $_______________________
I swear under penalty of perjury that the above is a full and accurate list of all assets and liabilities of the Succession within my knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
Succession Representative
Sworn to before me on _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
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OATH OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR / EXECUTOR
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
OATH OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR / EXECUTOR
(La. C.C.P. arts. 3158-3159)
I, [PETITIONER'S NAME], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all duties required of me as Independent [Administrator / Executor] of the Succession of [DECEDENT'S NAME] according to law and to the best of my ability.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S NAME], Independent [Administrator/Executor]
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
CLERK OF COURT / NOTARY PUBLIC
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ORDER APPOINTING INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR/EXECUTOR
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
ORDER APPOINTING INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATOR/EXECUTOR
(La. C.C.P. arts. 3081, 3396.1)
Considering the Petition to Open Succession and for Appointment of Independent Administrator/Executor, the Affidavit of Death and Heirship, the [Will, if testate,] and applicable law:
IT IS ORDERED that the Succession of [DECEDENT'S NAME] is formally OPENED in this Court.
[If testate:] IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Last Will and Testament of [DECEDENT'S NAME] dated [DATE] be PROBATED and admitted to probate as the authentic last will of decedent.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that [PETITIONER'S NAME] is APPOINTED Independent [Administrator / Executor] of the Succession pursuant to La. C.C.P. arts. 3396.1 et seq.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the filing of the oath and [furnishing security in the amount of $_______ / waiver of security], LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT [ADMINISTRATION / TESTAMENTARY] shall issue to [PETITIONER'S NAME].
SIGNED on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
DISTRICT JUDGE
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LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION/TESTAMENTARY
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION / TESTAMENTARY
(La. C.C.P. arts. 3081, 3159)
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That on [DATE], this Court rendered an Order appointing [PETITIONER'S NAME] as Independent [Administrator / Executor] of the Succession of [DECEDENT'S NAME]. Petitioner having taken the oath required by La. C.C.P. art. 3158 [and furnished the required security], these Letters of Independent [Administration / Testamentary] are hereby issued.
The Independent [Administrator / Executor] is authorized to take possession of, manage, and dispose of the property of the Succession, pay debts and claims, file tax returns, prosecute and defend claims on behalf of the Succession, and otherwise perform all duties of a succession representative under La. C.C.P. arts. 3191-3396, with the additional authority granted to Independent succession representatives under La. C.C.P. arts. 3396.1-3396.20.
ISSUED on this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
CLERK OF COURT / DEPUTY CLERK
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CONSENT TO INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
CONSENT TO INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
(La. C.C.P. art. 3396.2)
The undersigned, being all of the heirs / legatees of the Succession of [DECEDENT'S NAME], pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 3396.2, hereby CONSENT to independent administration of this Succession by [PETITIONER'S NAME] as Independent [Administrator / Executor], with all the powers and authority granted by La. C.C.P. arts. 3396.1-3396.20.
The undersigned waive the requirement that the representative post security / agree that security be set at $[____], and waive formal notice of non-contradictory actions taken by the Independent [Administrator / Executor].
________________________________________
Heir/Legatee 1: [NAME]
________________________________________
Heir/Legatee 2: [NAME]
________________________________________
Heir/Legatee 3: [NAME]
________________________________________
Heir/Legatee 4: [NAME]
Each signature must be executed before a Notary Public. Attach separate notarial acknowledgments or execute this Consent as a single authentic act with all parties appearing before the same Notary.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(La. C.C.P. art. 3301)
Notice is hereby given that [PETITIONER'S NAME] was appointed Independent [Administrator / Executor] of the Succession of [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME], deceased, by the [NUMBER] Judicial District Court for the Parish of [PARISH NAME], State of Louisiana, in Docket No. [NUMBER], on _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
All creditors of the Succession are hereby notified to file their claims, duly itemized and sworn to, with the Clerk of Court at the address below, or deliver them to the Succession Representative at the address below, on or before the date of the filing of the Tableau of Distribution. Failure to file a claim may result in the claim being barred.
Succession Representative:
Name: ________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Clerk of Court:
[PARISH NAME] Parish
Address: ________________________________________
This Notice to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in [PARISH NAME] Parish, pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 3301.
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TABLEAU OF DISTRIBUTION
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
TABLEAU OF DISTRIBUTION
(La. C.C.P. arts. 3303-3308)
The Independent [Administrator / Executor] files this Tableau of Distribution for homologation pursuant to La. C.C.P. art. 3303:
I. Claims and Charges to be Paid:
1. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
2. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
3. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
4. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
5. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
II. Administrative Expenses:
1. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
2. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
3. ________________________________________  Amount: $_______________________
III. Proposed Distribution to Heirs/Legatees:
1. ________________________________________  Share/Amount: $_______________________
2. ________________________________________  Share/Amount: $_______________________
3. ________________________________________  Share/Amount: $_______________________
4. ________________________________________  Share/Amount: $_______________________
Petitioner respectfully requests HOMOLOGATION of this Tableau of Distribution and authorization to proceed with the proposed payments and distributions.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S NAME], Independent Administrator/Executor
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
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FINAL ACCOUNTING AND PETITION FOR DISCHARGE
[NUMBER] JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF [PARISH NAME]
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. ___________________ 	 DIVISION: _____
SUCCESSION OF [DECEDENT'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
VERSUS
IN THE MATTER OF
FILED: _____________________       DEPUTY CLERK: _____________________
FINAL ACCOUNTING AND PETITION FOR DISCHARGE
(La. C.C.P. arts. 3331-3337)
The Independent [Administrator / Executor] respectfully files this Final Accounting pursuant to La. C.C.P. arts. 3331-3337, showing:
1.
All debts and claims of the Succession have been paid or provided for.
2.
All tax returns required of the Succession have been filed and all taxes paid.
3.
All property of the Succession has been distributed to the heirs / legatees in accordance with the Tableau of Distribution previously homologated, or will be distributed concurrently with the judgment of discharge.
4.
A complete account of all receipts and disbursements is attached hereto as EXHIBIT A.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays:
1. That this Final Accounting be HOMOLOGATED;
1. That Petitioner be DISCHARGED as Independent [Administrator / Executor] of the Succession;
1. That the Succession be CLOSED and the surety on Petitioner's bond (if any) released;
1. For all other relief as the Court may deem just and equitable.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S NAME], Independent Administrator/Executor
[MAILING ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]
Telephone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]
VERIFICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF [PARISH]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared [PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME], who after being duly sworn, did depose and say that [he/she] is the affiant named in the foregoing Final Accounting, that [he/she] has read the same, and that all of the allegations of fact contained therein are true and correct to the best of [his/her] knowledge, information, and belief.
________________________________________
[PETITIONER'S FULL LEGAL NAME]
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this _______________ day of _______________________, 20___.
________________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name: _______________________
Bar Roll No. / Notary ID No.: _______________________
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