VAWA SELF-PETITION (I-360) COVER LETTER
Violence Against Women Act — INA § 204(a)(1)(A)(iii)-(iv)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS
WHAT THIS IS
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) permits a noncitizen who has been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty by a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident spouse, parent, or adult son/daughter to SELF-PETITION for permanent residence WITHOUT the abuser's knowledge or cooperation. This addresses the central coercion tool of immigrant-victim abuse: "I will get you deported if you leave / report me."
Despite the name, VAWA protects ALL GENDERS. Men, women, and transgender noncitizens can all self-petition. The form is Form I-360. This cover letter organizes the packet.
WHO CAN SELF-PETITION
1. ABUSED SPOUSE of U.S. citizen or LPR
1. ABUSED CHILD of U.S. citizen or LPR
1. ABUSED PARENT of an ADULT (age 21+) U.S. CITIZEN SON OR DAUGHTER
1. DERIVATIVE CHILDREN of the self-petitioner (included automatically)
REQUIREMENTS FOR SPOUSE VAWA
1. Valid good-faith marriage to U.S. citizen or LPR (or terminated within 2 years due to abuse or death)
1. Shared residence with abuser at some point
1. Battered or subjected to extreme cruelty
1. Person of good moral character
1. Resided in the U.S. for some of the marriage (if abuser is LPR, more flexibility)
WHAT COUNTS AS BATTERY OR EXTREME CRUELTY
Under 8 C.F.R. § 204.2(c)(1)(vi), this INCLUDES but is not limited to: hitting, slapping, kicking, sexual abuse, threats, isolation, controlling all finances, preventing contact with family, preventing work or school, immigration-based threats ("I'll call ICE"), forced intoxication, stalking, and psychological terrorism. It need NOT involve physical violence.
CONFIDENTIALITY PROTECTIONS
Under 8 U.S.C. § 1367, USCIS is prohibited from disclosing information about a VAWA self-petitioner to the abuser. USCIS will not contact the abuser about the petition. This is one of the most powerful features of VAWA.
EVIDENCE
1. Proof of abuser's U.S. citizenship or LPR status
1. Marriage certificate (or evidence of parent-child/child-parent relationship)
1. Evidence of abuse: police reports, medical records, photos of injuries, orders of protection, witness affidavits, photos of damaged property
1. Evidence of good-faith marriage: joint lease, joint bank, photos together, joint accounts, shared insurance
1. Evidence of residence with abuser: lease, utility bills, driver's license
1. Declaration / personal statement of the self-petitioner (most important)
1. Evidence of good moral character: police clearances, tax returns, employment, community involvement, letters
SAFETY FIRST
Do NOT use your home address on the application if you still live with the abuser or if the abuser might intercept mail. USCIS accepts safe addresses (PO Box, domestic violence shelter, advocate). Work with a VAWA-trained legal aid organization — this is ONE of the most specialized areas of immigration law.
THE FORM ITSELF BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE




[YOUR FULL LEGAL NAME]
[STREET ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE ZIP]
[PHONE]
[EMAIL]
[DATE]
USCIS VAWA UNIT
Vermont Service Center
75 Lower Welden Street
St. Albans, VT 05479-0001

Re:  VAWA SELF-PETITION (Form I-360)
Self-Petitioner Name: _______________________
Date of Birth: _______________________
A-Number (if any): _______________________
Country of Citizenship: _______________________
Abuser Status: [U.S. Citizen / LPR]
Relationship to Abuser: [Spouse / Child / Parent]
Dear VAWA Unit Officer:
Enclosed please find a VAWA SELF-PETITION (Form I-360) pursuant to INA § 204(a)(1)(A)(iii)–(iv) and 8 C.F.R. § 204.2(c)–(e). This petition is filed under the strict confidentiality provisions of 8 U.S.C. § 1367 — USCIS is prohibited from disclosing any information about this petition to the abuser.
1.  BASIS FOR SELF-PETITION
☐ Abused spouse of U.S. citizen
☐ Abused spouse of lawful permanent resident
☐ Abused child (unmarried, under 21 when filed) of USC or LPR
☐ Abused parent of adult (21+) U.S. citizen son or daughter
☐ Widow/widower of USC (marriage terminated by death, abuser's death not required)
2.  SAFE ADDRESS
All USCIS correspondence should be sent to the address above, which is a SAFE ADDRESS. This is either: ☐ my current residence that the abuser does not know about; ☐ a domestic violence shelter; ☐ a trusted family member or advocate's address; ☐ a PO Box.
3.  REQUIREMENTS MET
A.  Abuser's Immigration Status:
Abuser's full name: _______________________
Status: ☐ U.S. Citizen (evidence attached) / ☐ LPR (evidence attached)
B.  Qualifying Relationship:
☐ Marriage certificate (attached)
☐ Birth certificate showing relationship
☐ Adoption decree
☐ Termination of marriage, if applicable — within 2 years: ________________________________________
C.  Good-Faith Marriage (if spouse petition):
I entered the marriage in good faith, believing it to be a real marriage. Evidence of good faith is detailed in my attached declaration and includes joint residence, shared finances, photos of life together, and witness statements from people who knew us as a married couple.
D.  Residence with Abuser:
We resided together from approximately _______________________ to _______________________
Address(es): ________________________________________
E.  Battery or Extreme Cruelty:
The abuse I suffered included (check all that apply):
☐ Physical violence (hitting, slapping, pushing, choking, burning)
☐ Sexual abuse or coerced sex
☐ Threats of deportation or immigration harm
☐ Isolation (controlled who I saw, went out, contact with family)
☐ Financial abuse / economic control
☐ Destruction of immigration documents
☐ Verbal and emotional abuse, humiliation, degradation
☐ Threats to harm me, my children, or family
☐ Controlling my movements, work, or education
☐ Forced substance use
☐ Stalking or surveillance
☐ Other: ________________________________________
Details of specific incidents are in my attached Declaration.
F.  Good Moral Character:
I am a person of good moral character. Evidence attached includes police clearance from _______________________, tax returns, employment records, and community reference letters.
4.  EVIDENCE ENCLOSED
☐ Form I-360
☐ Personal Declaration describing the abuse and relationship in detail
☐ Proof of abuser's status (copy of passport, Certificate of Naturalization, or I-551)
☐ Marriage certificate
☐ Divorce decree (if applicable, within 2 years)
☐ Birth certificates of any children
☐ Police reports of abuse
☐ Orders of protection / domestic violence restraining orders
☐ Medical records documenting injuries
☐ Photos of injuries or damaged property
☐ Affidavits from counselors, shelter staff, clergy, advocates
☐ Affidavits from friends, family, neighbors
☐ Police clearance certificate from home country / prior residences
☐ Tax returns for last 3 years
☐ Evidence of shared residence (lease, utility bills, photos)
☐ Evidence of good-faith marriage (joint accounts, photos, cards)
☐ Derivative children's birth certificates and evidence
☐ Form I-765 for Employment Authorization (optional concurrent filing)
5.  CONCURRENT FILINGS
☐ Form I-765 Employment Authorization (c)(31) VAWA category
☐ Request for deferred action
☐ I intend to adjust status under INA § 245(a) once approved (I-485 to follow)
Please confirm receipt. I understand that my case is being adjudicated under confidentiality protections of 8 U.S.C. § 1367.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________
[YOUR FULL LEGAL NAME]
Enclosures: Forms and evidence as itemized above
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